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CONVENTION PROVIDING A UNIFORM LAW
ON THE FORM OF AN INTERNATIONAL WILL

The States signatory to the present Convention,

DESIRING to prov1de to a greater extent for the resPectlng of last
wills by establlehing an additional form of will hereinafter to be
called‘an internatlonal W1ll" Wthh 1f employed, would dispense to
some extent with the search for the applicable law;

HAVE RESOINED to conclude a Conventlon for this purpose and have

agreedrupon the,follow1ng provisiocns:



Article I |
1. Eech Contracting Party-ﬁndertakes tﬁat not later thaﬁ-eiXemonths
'rafter the date of entry 1nt0 Toree of thls Conventlon in respect of that'
__Party 1t shall 1ntroduce 1nto ite law the rules regardlng an 1nternat10na
_w111 get out in the Annex to thls Conventlon.

- Each Contractlng Party mey 1ntroduce the provzs¢ons of_the
Annex 1nto 1ts law elther by reprodUclng the actual text, or by S
'translatlng 1t 1nto 1ts off1c1al language ox 1anguages.

3, Each Contractlng Part;y' ma,y :Lntroduce into :Lts '.Lew such f\lrth'er"
‘prov1slons ag are necessary 56 give the. prov151ons of the Annex full |
effect 1n its terrltory. | |

M;: hach Contractang Party shall submit to the Depe31tary Government
the text of" the Tules 1ntroduced 1nto 1ts neilonal law in order to- | |

"1mplement the pTOVlSlOHS of thls Conventlon.:

. Article 11

| l. Each Contractlng Party shall 1mplemeﬂt the provzslons of the
Annex 1ﬁ its law, w1th1n the perlod prov1ded for in the precedlng arthle
bV designating the persons who, in 1ts terrltory, shall be authorl7ed to
sot in connectlon with. 1nternat10nal wills. It may also ae31gnate a8 a
person 'authorlzed to ach w1th regard to 1ts natlonals 1tv dlplomatlc or
consuiar agents abroad 1nsofar as the Local law does not prohlblt 1t

2.: The Party Jhall notlfy'vueh.deelbnatlon, as well as any

to ‘the Depes1tary Government.

: Artlcle ITT

Thé capa01ty of the authorlzed person to act in connecﬁion_wiﬁhe 



an 1nternatlona1 Wlll lf conferred in accordance w1th the law of ‘g
Contractlng Party, shall be recognlzed in the terrltory of the other

Contraetlng Partles,

Article IV
“The effectlveness of the certlflcate @rov1ded for 1n Artlcle 10 -
of the Annex shall be recognlzed in. the. terrztorles of all Contractlng

'Part;esg

Artlcle V
: l, The condrtlons requ1s1te to actlng ag a wrtnesU of ah’
-llnternatlonal Wlll shall be governed by the law under Whlch the-:
authorized person was des1gnated "The same rule shall apply as: regards
.ran 1nterpreter who 1s called “upon to acta
ﬂ_2._ Nonetheless no one shall- be dlsqualrfled to act 23 -4 Wltness

of an 1nternat10nal w1ll solely because he is an allen.

Artlcle VE
r'i. The 51gnature of the testator, of the. authorlzed person, and.
of the wztnesses to an 1nternatlonal w1ll whether on the w1ll or on -
the certlfxcate, shall be- exempt from any legallzatlon or llke formallty.
= YOnetheless, the competent authorltles of any Contractlng Party
: may,eif necessaryg satisly themselves a.s torthe authentrcrty ofrthe

signature of. the authorized persoﬁ.
Articie VII

The safekeeplng of an 1nternatlonal w1ll shall be governed by )

the law under which the authorlzed person was designated.



Arurcle VIII

No reservatlon shall be admltted to this Conventlon or to 1ts Annex..

Arbiele T
. Tﬁe preéeht Conven%ion.shall.be oﬁen for eigﬁature_etgweshingfon
from October 26 1973, untll December 31, 197M o
| 2. The Conventlon shali "be subject. to ratlfleatlon._.
3. Instxuments of" ratlflcatlon shall be dep051ted w1+h the Governme

.of the Unlted States of Amerlca, whlch shall be the Depoeltary'Government

Article X o
- The Conventlon shall be open 1ndef1n1tely for acce831on.-'”

s Instruments of acce531on shall be depos1ted w1th the Dep051tary

GoVernmenta_

Artlcle X1
.-'-i.'.The present Conventlon shall enter 1nto foree SlX monﬁhs after
. the date of dep031t of the flfth 1nstrument of raﬁlflcatlon or accession
with the Dep051tary Government |
2.' In the casge o each State Whlch ratlfles this Conventlon or .f
_accedes o it after the flfth 1nstrument of ratlflcatlon or acce851on-
_ehas been dep031ted thls ConVentlon shall enter 1nto force six months.

after the dep051t of 1ts own 1nstrument of ratlflcatlon or accesslon._ 

Artiele XIT

'.l. _Ahyeceﬁtracting Perty may denounce this Convention byﬂwriﬁﬁen

nobificabion to the'Depositary,Governmenﬁe
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: 2. Buch denunciation shall take effect twelve months from the date
on Whlch the Dep051tary Government has received the notlflcatlon, but gucl
denunc1at10n gshall not affect. the V&lldlty of any will made during the

-perlod that the Conventlon was in effect for the denoun01ng State.

V_A:ct:i.c.le XITT

1 Any State' may, when it deposits its instrument of.‘ra'tiffication or
'.acceSSlon or at any tlme thereafter, declare, by a notlce addressed 0 the
rDe9051tary Government that this Convention shall apply to all or part of”
the terrltorles for the 1nternatlonal relatlons of which 1t 1s reepon81ble
| | Such declaratlon shall have effect 8ix months after the date on’
Whlch the Dep051tary Government shall have recelved not1ce thereof or, 1f
at the end of such perlod the Conventlon has* not yet come 1nto force, fror
the date of 1ts entry into force. |

- 3. Each Contractlng Party which hags made a declaration in aceordance
'.with baragraph 1 of thls Artlcle may, in accordance:w1th,Artrele XTI, -
denounoe.this Convention in relation to all or part of-the territories

concerned.

Artlele XIV
-rl. If a State hae.two or more terrltorlal unlts 1n whleh dlfferent
systems ‘of law apply in relatlon to matters respectlng the- form of wills,
Iit may at'the time of signature,-ratificatlon, or’ accessron, declare that
.thls Conventlon shall extend to all its territorial units or only to one
r ‘more of them, and may modlfy its declaratlon by Submlttlng another |

__declaration ot any tlme.



2.  These declarations shall be notified to the Depositary Governmen
and:shall-State expreSSly the.territorial uniﬁe to which the Gonvenfion

applies{

'Arricie XV
'If_a.Coatracﬁing-Party'hae two erfiore_territoria;lunite iﬁiwﬁich::
different syeﬁems'éf-law aﬁpiy in relatiohhﬁd mattere.respecﬁiﬁg the..
-form of w1lls, any reference to the 1nternal law of the place where the
will is made or to the law under whlch the authorlzed person has been
- app01nted to act in connectlon with 1nternat10nal wmlls shall be
.construed in. accordance w1th the constltutlonal system of the Party

concerned;

'Article VT
.l{' The orlglnal of the present Conventlon,_'ﬂ the Englieh. Frehchz
Ruselan and Spanlsh languages, each version belng equally authentlc,
shall be deposited wrth the Government of the Unlted States of Amerlca,-
whlch shall transmlt certified coples thereof to each of* the 31gnatory .
and. accedlng States and to the Internatlonal Instltute for the Unlflcatle
~of’ Prlvate Lew. | .. . .
2;. The Dep051tary Government shall glve notlce to the s1gnatory
_and accedlng States, and to the Internatlonal Instztute for the Unificati
of'Private Law, of: | e o
_(a)' any signaturé;
{b)- tﬁe depogit of any instrument'of'ratificafion'er accessgion;
(c) :any date on. Which fhisiCQnrention entere inﬁe foree"ia

accordance with Article XTj



'h(d) any ccmmunicaticn réceivcd in accOrdancc With.Arricle i;
parcgraph &; | | |
: (&) .aﬁy.hcﬁicé reccived in accordance with ArtiCle'II,
,.paragraph'E; - | | |

V(f) any declaratlon recelved in accordance Wlth Artlcle XIiT,

- paragraph 2, and the date on Whlch such declaratlon takes effect

(g) any denunclailon recelved in accordance w1th Artlcle XiI
.paragraph l or Artlcle XIII, paragraph 3, and the date on whlch the
denunclatlon takes effect;
(h) any declaratlon recelved in accordcnce wzth Artlcle XIV,
.paragraph 2, and the date on whlch the declaratlon takes effect
m WITNESS WHEREOF, the under51gned Plenlpotentlarles, belng duly '
'authorlzed to thai effect ‘have 51gned the present Conventlon.
; DONE at’ Washlngton this twenty~51xth day of Octcber, one - thousand :_

- nlne hundred and seventy-three..



ANNEX
UNIFORM LAW ON THE. FORM OF AN'INTERNATIONAL WILEL
Article 1
1., A w111 shall be valid as regards form, 1rrespect1ve partlcularly
'of the place where 1t 1s made, of the locatlon of the assets and of the

, natlonalxty, dom1c1le or residence of the testator, 1f 1t is made in the

_“form of an 1nternat10nal w1ll complylng w1th the prOV131ons set out in.

.; Artlcles 2 to 5 herelnafter.

- 2;' The 1nva11d1ty'of the w1ll as ‘an 1nternat10nal w1ll shall not

-affect 1ts formal valldlty as a w111 ‘of another klnd

- Artlcle 2
Thls law shall not apply to the form of testamentary dlSpOSltlonSH_
_tmade_by twquopfmore persgns,;n oge 1nstrument. | ‘ | LR
- Artieie 3
T 1. .The w111 shall be.made in writlng ”
2. 1% need not be wrltten by the testator hlmself.
3.. It may be wrltten 1n any 1anguage by hand orT by any othef o
._@Eaﬁs; s . : S :
Article 4
fi} The testator shallrdeclare in the.presence of two w1tnesses f

and of a person authorlzed to act in connectlon with’ 1nternatlonal w1lls

. that the document is hlS Wlll and that he knows the contents thereof

2. The testator need not inform the w1tnesses, or the authorlzed

person, of the_contents of the will.



Article 5

.l;' In the presence of the w1tneSSes and of the authorlzed person,.u
' the testator shall s1gn the w1ll or,_lf he has preV1ously 51gned 1t

shall acknowledge his 51gnature. |
'é._ When the testator is unable to 81gn, he shall lndlcate the [:,'
Lreason therefor to the authorlzed person who shall make note of thls onn:
the w1ll,; Mbreover, the testator may be authorlzed by the law under‘

: ﬁhich the authorizedvperson.was des;gnated-to olrect.anotherzperson-ton‘
.51gn on hlS behalf. | | | |

_ 35 The w1tnesses and: the authorlzed.person shall there and tnen H x

-atteSt_the'will byasigning_ln the presence of_the-testator.-r

| Artlcle 6
 ;1° The 51gnatures shall be placed at the end of the w111
2. | If the w111 con51sts of several sheets, each sheet shall be _*'
.31gned by the testator or, Ar he is unable to 31gn, by the person
'51gn1ng on his behalf or, 1f there ig no such person, by the authorlzed;

person, In addltlon, each sheet shall be numbered

: _ Article 7 _
| -i, The daﬁe_of the will. shell benﬁhe,dafe_of_ipe'signature*bj_tne
‘authorlzed person | . _ . | | .
2, This date shall be noted at the end of the will by the_

authorized person;' :



Article.S
i.n the -.absence of any ma.ndatory rule pe’rtaining- to -the-safekeep.in'g'_
"of the w1ll the authorlzed person shall ask the testator whether he'..ﬁ
Wlshes to make 8 declaratlon concernlng the safekeeplng of his w1ll
If so and at the express reqnest of the: testator the place where he
3g1ntends o have hlS w111 kept. shall be mentloned in the certlflcate

prbvided-for;lh_Artlcle 9.

Article 9
The authorlzed person shall attach to the w1ll a certlflcate 1n
‘Ithe form prescrlbed in Artzcle 10 establlshlng ﬁhat the obllgatlons of ;

thls lew have been complled w1th._. .

Article 10
Ti The certlflcate drawn up by the authorlzed person enall be in. the,;
fe110W1hg-fo;m.oh ;n 8, substahtzally szmllar:formh B i
. | CERTLFLCATE .
(Conventlon of October 26, 1973)
:1; I,U....;...;...;;;f.;.........7;.....(name, address and capaelty)
'a éerson authorlzed to act.ln connectlon w1th 1nternatlonal fe
w1lls o | |
_EZJ-Certlfy that on..............(date at.....o..........(place)
;3.'-(testator)........,.;Q.a....,;;...a..(neme, address,’ datelehd
| ;5-piace of birth)_,

'in my presence and that of the'witnesees



e

5.

6.

8. *(c) each page of the will has been 51gned by.,..;.;,@

.

10

'(e),..;,...;..,;...;..r.;...,.;...,...;(eame, addreSs,‘dete and

‘place of- blrth)

.(b);.,.;...,s;{;;.;.;;,.f.;.;.,;.;g..,.(neme, address, date and

__ 'piace of blrth)
_' has aeciarea-ehat' the attached document is fhls w1ll and ‘that
- he knows the contents thereof, N :
1 furthermore eertlfy tbat' |
(a) in my presence and. in that of. the w1tnesses |
(1) the testator has 51gne& the w111 or has acknowledged i.
hls 51gnature prev1ously afflxed
:. *(2) follow1ng a declaratlon of the testetor statlng thatl.
he was unable to 51gn hlS wilil for the follow1ng f

I‘eaaon OIOQIIOl.lOIIOOOCCIl..‘ﬁlll."i‘.....I..ODC'OCOQOI_. '

- I have mentioned thlS declaratlon on the Will -

¥ the 51gnature has been afflxed by.. . (name, address}r

(b) the W1tnesses and I have signed the will;

and numbered

_(d) I have satlsfled myself as to the 1dent1ty of the testator

'and of the w1tnesses as de51gnated aboves;

lO (e) the w1tnesses met the condltlons requlslte to act as such

accordlng to the law under whlch I am actlng,-

li.*{f) the testator hasg requested me Lo 1nclude the foilowing

statement concerning the safekeeping of his will:

l‘.'.'...l.'.l.lll.-l.lﬂl".ll.l.n.‘l..!...‘ll.lll..llo.l'ili

ua_.l-.ladnlol-t.--uoolllctlnollo-to-cocnnolol-l-ro--’q.annoo..

R R R RO
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'123'f:=",ii SR | PLACE

3. -'.._' ... DATE
W. o . SIGNATURE and, if necessary, SEAT -

.*-To_befeempleted if appropriate;

Artlcle ll
‘The authorlzed person shall keep g copy of the certlflcate and

_ dellver anotherzto the testator.

Article 12
In the absence of evidence to the eontrary, the eertificafe of the
' authorlzed person shall be eonclu51ve of the formal velldlty of “ the

'1nstrument as & w1ll under this Law.

Artlcle 13
. The absence or 1rregu1ar1ty of a certlflcete shall not affect the -

formal v_a‘.lidi_ty’_-of- a will under this Law. '

Artlcle 14
The lnternatlonal will shall be subJect to the ordlnary rules of

pevocation of wllle.

Article 15
In 1nterpret1ng and applyrng the prov181ons of thls law, regard
shall be had to 1ts 1nternat10nal orlgln and to the need for unlformlty

~in its'interpretation...



