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The States signatories to the present Convention,

Desgirous to provide o a greater extent for the respec tlng

of last wills by establishing a form of will henceforth to be called an

M"international will' which, if employed, would dispense with the search

~Tor the applluaule law and ulonense with the examination of formalifies
p“escglbed by such laws

Have resolved +o oonclade a Comvention Ffor thig purnose and
have agreed upon the Followi ing provizionsgs

-

Article e

1. bacn Contracting Party undertakes that within six months of
the date of entry into force of this Convention in reapect of that
Party it shall introduce into its law the rules regarding an international
will set out in the Annex to this Convention.

2. Daoch Contracting Pariy may introduce the provisions of the
Annex into ite law either by reproducing the sctuzl text, or by -
translating it into its official language or languages,

Arfticle I
A AT

La  Each Contracting Party shall conplete and implement the
provisions of the Annex in its Law, within the period provided Ffor in
the preceding article, by dogigrating the persons who, in ite territory,
shall be authoriped o act in connexion with internationsl wills.

2. The Party shall notify such Gesignation; as well as any oiher
later modification Thereofy, 0 4 o w s 4 5 o o o o o
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Article IIT

Lo A will made in the form of an international will in the tor-
ritory of a Contracting Party ehall, in the territories of +the other
Contracting Parties, be congidered ac having been made in the presence
ol & person authorized to act in oonnoxloh Wlt it whonever such person
is s¢ authorized according o the law of the Contracting Party in whose
territory the will was made.




2.. A Wlll made in the form of an international will in the terri-
tory of g State which iz not & Contracting Party shall, in the territories
of +le Gontracting Parties, be considered as. having been made in the
prosence of an authorized person whenever, in aOOOTdance with the law

of smuch State, it has been reccived by a person qualified to receive
‘Wllls 5

Article IV

The effectivences of +the certificate provided for in
article & of the Annex shall be recognized in the territories of gll
Contracting Pariies.

Article V

1. The conditions %0 be a witncss of an international will shall
be governed oy the internal law of the place where the will iz recelved.

2. YNevertheless an alicn may act as a witness of an international
will.

Article VI

1. The 31vnaturc of the ftestator, of the person qualified +to receive

the will and of the withnesses of an international will shall bo oxonpt
from any legalisation.

2. HNevertheless, the competent authoritics of the Contracting
Parties may verify the authenticity of such signatures.

No reservation shall be admitted to this Convention or e
1te Annex,




Article VIIT

1. This Convention shzll be open for signature f7om 2 o ¢ s o o

-to L] a L] & » 4 a o a8 & + e L

2s» 'This Conventior shkall be ratified.

.

3. "Inmstruments of ratificaition shall be deposited with o « & « %

Article IX
1. This Convention chall be open 10 accession DY o s o = o « o » o

2. Insitrumenis of accessgion zhali be depositod with o e o ¢ o o w

Article X

1., Thig Convention shall come inte force six months affer the
date on which the fiftk instrument of ratification or accession has
been depcsited.

2, In the case of each State which ratifies this Convention or
accedes to it ter the Fifth instrument of ratification or accession
g Convention shall come intc forco six months

has been deposited, thi
tg own instrument of ratification or accession,

aftcr the deposit of 1
Articlo XT

1. Each Contracting Party may denocunce this Convention by a notice
addressed $0 4 o o ¢ 8 ¢ s = & o o

2. Such denunciation shall fake offcct twelve months Ffrom the
date on'which The o+ & o o » » s -6 o « « has roceived notice thereof.

Article XIT

1. DBach State may, whon 1t dopogite its ingtrument of ratification
or accession or at any time later, declare, by o notice addresscd to
e & ¢+ s s a = » o = o oy that this Conventiorn shall apply to all or part
of the territories for whose international relations it is responsible.




2. Such declaration shall have ef fect six months after the date
on which the a.s » ¢ « 4 « » & o 8hall have received netice thercoef or,
if at the end of such period the Conventlon hag not yet come into force,
from the date of its entry into force.

3. Bach Contracting Party which has made s declaration in sccorw .
dance with paragraph 1 of this Article may, in accordance with Ariticle XTI,
denounce thig Convention in relation to all or part of the terrltorleq
concerned. '

Article XITT

The o o« o o « o o » o » shall give notice te the signatory
or acceding States, and to the International Institute for the Unification
of Private Law, ofs

(2} any signature;
(b) the deposit of any instrumont of ratification or amccessions

( )-@ny date on which thig Convontlon enters 1nto Torgce in accordanco
with Article Xg .

(d) any notice received in accordance Witk Article II, paragraph 23

(e) any declaration rocelved in accordance with Artiole'ZII,
paragraph 2 and the date on which such declaration takes effects

(f) any denunciation rcceived in accordance with Articlo X1,
paragraph 1, or Article XII, paragraph 3, and the date on which the
denunciation takes effect.

IN WITNESS WHERECF, the undersigned, being duly authorized
thereto, have signed this Convention.
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the « o o & v 4 s s« o s » o toxts being cqually guthoritative,

- The original of this Convention shall be deposited with
s = s s & a2 s s o s« o who shall transmit certificd copics thoreof to
each of the signatories =nd accoeding Statcs and to the International
Institute Tor the Unification of Private Law.



Clouse concerning fedoral and non~unitary Statoes

(for possible insertion)

Article scass

(a) With respect to those articles of this Convontion and its Annex
comc within the legislative jurizdiction of +the fedoral ﬂuthorﬁtjg
the ovliigoticus of the foderal Government mhsll

E3
O s >
same as those of Contracting States which are not federal Statessy

2t syxhort Lo tho

{b) With respect to those articles of thiz Comvention and ite Avnex
thau come within the legislative jurisdiciion of constitusnt states or

provinces which are not, wader the constitutional system of the fcederation,

“hound. to take lt_.glula,t:w-ﬁ action; the federal Govermment shall bring such
articles with z favouragble recommendation to the notice of the wppﬂonv¢gte
authorities of constitucnt states or provinces at the earliest pogsiblie
momenty

'(c) It shall also be the duty of the federal Government to netily
the designation of persong gualified 4o reccive international wills, in
accordance with Articlo Il; paragraph 2, and also any designation made
by constituent dtates or provinces.
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UNIFORM LAW ON THE FORM OF THE INTERNATIONAL WILL

Article 1
o 1. A will shall be valid as regards form,  irrespective of the place
whore 1t is made and irrespective of tie naticunaliiby, domicile or )

i
residence of the festator, if it is made in the form of an intornational
- will complying with the provisions set out in articles 2 to 4 heroafisr,

2. "Failure fo observe any such provision shall not by itself affect
the vallidity of ithe document og a will of another kiad. '

Article 2
1. The will shall ‘be made in writing.
2. It may be writlfon in any language,; by hand or by szny other meaons.

3; I% need not be written by the tegtator himself.

1.  The testator shall declarce in the prescnce of two witnosses and
of o person authorized %o act in comnexion with international wills
that the document is hig will and that he knows the contont thereof,

2. The testator nced not inform the witnesses, or the authorized
person, of the content of the will.




1. In the prescnce of

he tostoator shall sign the will or,

hall ﬁCkﬂOWibng hig signaturc.

2+ The witnosses and the au
sign the will in the presence of

Articic 5§

utho

the

s and of the latharl
if he has rreviously s

ized person shall $here
togtator.

zod person,

igned ity

and then

1. The signature of the fostator shall be placed at the ond of tho

i\)

If the will consiate of Oovorgl sheots, each sheoet shsll also

be ulgﬂcd by the testator, unless the sheets follow cach other and form

4 whelao,

3

Articlc

1, The date of the will is the date of its rocoption.

2+ Tho date of the rocopition

autiiorized porson.

3« In casc of dispuic tho date of the recoption may be established

by any moans,

anall be

L

Arbicle

affixed to the will by tho

1, The authorized person shall add to the will a certificate

giating thot:

{2) the testator, in his
hag ducia*od Fhat the document is

thexrgof;

(h) the testa
has signed the will or

C.)i—j
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in his

PLOSCNCe

presence and in that of thoe
hisg will and that he knows tho content

(c) the witnesses have *hon signod it

s oand in that of the witnesses,
8 acknowlcdged his signature proviously offixzeds

withossos,




(4) the outhorized person has satisficd himsolf of the
identity of tho tesiator and of the witnessesy

~

U‘

(c) the witnesses satisfied the rogquirements necdod
according to the internal law of the place whers the will is received,

)

te his donzlty an
and gign the

q,
£
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The outhorized porson shall ales st
those of the testztor and of +tho wiltrncsses. He shall dat
riificate.

2. The authorizcd porson shall keep o copy of the certificate
and doliver one to the tcstator. ‘

: 3. The fact that the certificate has not boonIOS%ablisﬁed does
not affect the validity of the wij.z., '

4, Unloss impeached by competent prooi, the foregoing cértificate
of the authorized person shall ho accepted as sufficiont proof in any
causc or procccding of oll fnots nccessary to the duc oxecution of the

ingtrument as an international will,

Article &

The authorizgd person has +he duty to cnsurc the safckeeping
of the will in accordance with tho intornal law of the place whore the
will is rcceived, particularly by undertaking any official deposit or
regletration roquired by that Ilow.






