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Item No. 1 on the Agenda: Opening of the session by the Chairman of the General Assembly 
2014-2015 

1. The 74th session of the General Assembly of the International Institute for the Unification of 

Private Law (UNIDROIT) was held at the seat of UNIDROIT on 10 December 2015 and was attended by 

the diplomatic representatives in Italy of 43 member States and one observer (cf. the list of 

participants in Appendix I). 

 

2. The Chairman of the General Assembly 2014-2015, H.E. Mr Giancarlo Kessler, Ambassador of 

Switzerland in Italy welcomed participants and proceeded to open the session.  

Item No. 2 on the Agenda: Appointment of the Chairman of the General Assembly 2015-2016 

 

3. The Chairman of the General Assembly 2014-2015 noted UNIDROIT’s achievements on 

various projects during 2015, and expressed his best wishes to the Institute for its 90th anniversary 

in 2016. He recalled that the Chairmanship of the General Assembly had traditionally rotated among 

the four geographic groups of UNIDROIT. According to that practice, he noted that it was now the turn 

of the African group to nominate the new Chair for the period 2015-2016. 

4. Upon nomination by a representative of South Africa, the General Assembly, by acclamation, 

appointed Mr Khaled El Taweel, Alternate Permanent Representative of Egypt to the UN Organizations 

in Rome, as Chairman for the period 2015-2016. 

 

5. Upon being appointed, the Chairman expressed his gratitude to the members of the General 

Assembly for his nomination to the Chairmanship of the General Assembly. He noted the importance 

of the work done by the Institute and thanked the member States for placing their trust in Egypt. He 

also thanked the outgoing Chairman for his efforts as Chairman for the previous year.  

Item No. 3 on the Agenda: Adoption of the agenda (A.G. (74) 1 rev. 1) 

6. The General Assembly adopted the agenda as proposed (see Appendix II). 

Item No. 4 on the Agenda: Statement regarding the Organisation’s activity in 2015 (A.G. (74) 2) 

 

7. The Chairman gave the floor to the Secretary-General to present the Statement regarding 

the Organisation’s activity in 2015, document A.G. (74) 2. 

 

8. The Secretary-General thanked the Chairman, and noted the importance of having an African 

member state chair the General Assembly in 2015-2016, during its 90th anniversary celebrations. He 

emphasised that the Africa region had the least number of member States and hoped that under the 

African region chairmanship the Institute could increase its number of African member States.  

 

9. He stated that the document followed the practice, introduced by the Secretariat in 2008, of 

providing an overview of the activities of the Secretariat in a way that linked those activities to the 

expenditures so that they could be assessed together. He noted that the current work program was 

reproduced on pages 2 and 3 of document A.G. (74) 2, which also provided the priority assigned to 

each project on the Work Programme for the triennial period 2014-2016, as agreed by the General 

Assembly at its 72nd session in 2013 and adjusted during the 73rd session in 2014.  

 

10. He discussed the work on international commercial contracts and the progress achieved by 

the Working Group on issues related to long-term contracts, which held two productive meetings in 

January and October 2015. At these meetings the Working Group members agreed to make discrete 

amendments to the UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Contracts and its commentary, to 
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better address contracts to be performed over a period of time. He noted that the level of resources 

allocated to the project were consistent with its designation as a medium priority project.  

 

11. The Secretary-General then discussed, in the area of secured transactions, the work on the 

implementation of the Luxembourg Protocol to the Convention on International Interests in Mobile 

Equipment on Matters Specific to Railway Rolling Stock and the Protocol to the Convention on 

International Interests in Mobile Equipment on matters specific to space asset (hereforth the “Space 

Protocol” and “Rail Protocol” respectively). As a general matter, he noted that the implementation of 

the Cape Town Convention and its Protocols retained a high level of priority for the Institute. He 

noted a meeting of the Space Protocol Preparatory Commission for the establishment of the 

International Registry for Space Assets was scheduled to follow directly after the conclusion of the 

General Assembly meeting, and that work had progressed on the development of the regulations. 

Regarding the Rail Protocol, he noted that the Secretariat was actively involved in the promotion of 

the Protocol, and thanked the Government of Luxembourg for supporting the promotional activities. 

In particular, he noted a meeting held at the Embassy of Luxembourg in Paris on 9 December which 

promoted ratification of the Rail Protocol among European Union member States. He further noted 

that the informal Ratification Task Force continued to work hard to encourage ratification of the 

Protocol, and added that he personally would be participating in missions promoting ratification in 

Africa and Asia in 2016.  

 

12. The Secretary-General discussed the work the of Secretariat on the future fourth protocol to 

the Cape Town Convention on matters specific to agricultural, construction and mining equipment 

(the “MAC Protocol”). He noted that the second and third meetings of the Study Group had been held 

in April and October 2015 respectively, and the meetings continued to make good progress in 

resolving the outstanding legal issues faced by the project. He noted that there would be one more 

meeting of the Study Group in March 2016, and that a draft of the MAC Protocol would be presented 

to the Governing Council at its 95th session in May 2016, where it would be decided to either convene 

a Committee of Intergovernmental Experts, or conduct further consultation. 

 

13. He noted that, as consistent with its assigned low priority status, the Secretariat continued to 

monitor developments in relation to a possible Protocol on ships and maritime transport equipment. 

He noted that the Secretariat participated in the African Maritime Conference in Lagos, Nigeria in 

September 2015 on invitation by the African Shipowners Association.  

 

14. Transitioning to the work regarding transactions on transnational and connected capital 

markets, the Secretary-General noted that the Legislative Guide on Principles and Rules capable of 

enhancing trading in securities in emerging markets project was progressing well. He reported that 

an informal meeting of experts who were involved in the drafting of the UNIDROIT Convention on 

Substantive Rules for Intermediated Securities (the” Geneva Securities Convention“) had been held in 

October 2015 to discuss the partial initial draft of the Legislative Guide. He noted that the project was 

moving forwards on the basis of pro-bono assistance from the experts and through the utilisation of 

informational technology which allowed the experts to participate in meetings remotely, minimising 

the costs to the Secretariat.  

 

15. He noted that the Secretariat continued to follow developments in the area of risk 

management and third party liability for Global Navigation Satellite System Services (GNSS) 

Services. He reported that little additional work had been completed by the Secretariat, as the 

project had not experienced much external activity by the European Union.  

 

16. Shifting to private law and development, the Secretary-General reported that the UNIDROIT 

IFAD FAO Legal Guide on Contract Farming had been successfully launched in July 2015 as a joint 

publication between UNIDROIT, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the International 

Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), all Rome-based international organisations. He noted that 

there had been a very good level of cooperation and engagement between the organisations in 
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producing the Legal Guide. He noted that the Legal Guide had been translated into Spanish by the 

FAO, and that the project had also benefitted from a $500,000 grant from IFAD to FAO to fund the 

promotion and implementation of the Legal Guide, which was particularly targeted at small holder 

farmers engaged in contract farming operations in developing countries. He noted that UNIDROIT 

continued to be directly involved in the promotion of the Legal Guide through the development of a 

Community of Practice on Legal Aspects of Contract Farming, within the framework of the World Bank 

Global Forum on Law, Justice and Development.  

 

17. The Secretary-General briefly discussed the Secretariat’s work on a feasibility study on land 

investment contracts to determine whether there would be benefit in UNIDROIT working on a soft law 

instrument that examined legal issues relating to private investment in land for agricultural purposes.  

 

18. In regards to the project in the area of transnational civil procedure, the Secretary-General 

reported on the progress made under the joint European Law Institute (ELI)/ UNIDROIT project for the 

development of regional rules of European civil procedure. He noted that this project was based on 

the previous joint project between UNIDROIT and the American Law Institute on the development of 

similar rules for North America. He noted that the Working Groups to the project were progressing 

well, and that little expenditure had been devoted by UNIDROIT during 2015 due to the ELI covering 

costs, although higher costs would be incurred by UNIDROIT in 2016. 

 

19. Finally, the Secretary-General remarked that the non-legislative activities, including the work 

of the Library, the Scholarship Programme, and the Publications Programme, had continued as usual.  

 

20. The Chairman thanked the Secretary-General for his detailed report on the document and 

then opened the floor for discussion and questions.  

 

21.  A representative of South Africa congratulated the Chairman on his appointment, and 

thanked the Secretary-General for his report on the Institute’s activities. She also noted South Africa 

was pleased that the Space Protocol Preparatory Commission was meeting after the General 

Assembly to finalise the baseline regulations, and expressed her support of the resumption of the 

financial markets project following the appointment of a new professional member of staff in October 

2014. She then noted that South Africa considered the Principles of International Commercial 

Contracts as a key project, and suggested that consideration of issues related to multilateral 

contracts could have its priority increased from low to medium priority. The Secretary-General 

thanked the representative of South Africa for her comments, and noted that the level of priority 

assigned to the multilateral contracts project conformed with the General Assembly’s earlier decision, 

on the advice of the Governing Council. He further noted that while the Principles of International 

Commercial Contracts would always remain an active project for the Institute, it was envisioned that 

with the conclusion of the long-term contracts project that there would be no further amendments to 

the Principles for a few years. Immediate further work could be detrimental to the image of the 

Principles as they could be perceived as a continuous work in progress.  

 

22. The representative of Pakistan extended his congratulations to the Chairman, and looked 

forward to the Institute’s productive work under his leadership. He thanked the Secretary-General for 

his report on the Institute’s activities. He noted that Pakistan was happy with the progress made on 

the Long Term Contracts project, the implementation of the Space and Rail Protocols to the Cape 

Town Convention, the development of the MAC Protocol and Legislative Guide on Principles and Rules 

capable of enhancing trading in securities in emerging markets and the release of the Legal Guide on 

Contract Farming.  

 

23. A representative of the United States congratulated the Chairman on his election and thanked 

him for guiding the General Assembly’s deliberations. He congratulated the Secretariat on a 

productive year. In particular, he noted the launch of the Legal Guide on Contract Farming, and was 

pleased to hear of the follow up and implementation work on the project, which would be key to the 
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long term success of the Legal Guide. He also commended UNIDROIT on its collaboration with IFAD and 

FAO and hoped that the Institute would continue to provide private law expertise for food security-

related projects, and noted with interest the research being conducted on possible future work on 

land investment contracts and the recognition of customary land rights. He noted the progress on the 

MAC Protocol and the implementation of the other Protocols to the Cape Town Convention, and 

concluded that the United States was strongly in support of the current Work Programme.  

 

24. The representative of Canada congratulated the Secretary-General and Secretariat staff for 

their work in 2015. He noted Canada’s support of the Legal Guide on Contract Farming, which had 

utilised a good collaborative model of cooperation with IFAD and FAO and produced a practical and 

useful legal tool. He noted that the Legal Guide would assist farmers in negotiating their contracts, 

especially in relation to large agribusiness relationships. By providing legal analysis and practical 

examples, the Legal Guide empowered producers and would ultimately increase agricultural 

productiveness worldwide. He finally noted that the document would be an additional tool available 

for international organisations and bilateral cooperation agencies engaged in strategy and capacity 

building programs for contract farming in developing countries. 

 

25. The Chairman, noted that there were no further requests for the floor and proposed that the 

comments made by member States constituted a strong approval of the Secretariat’s work in 2015. 

 

26. The General Assembly took note, which appreciation, of the Statement regarding the 

Organisation’s activity in 2015. 

Item No. 5 on the Agenda:  Report of the Finance Committee on its 78th session (F.C. (78) 8)  

 

27. In the absence of the Chair of the Finance Committee, the Chairman invited the Secretary-

General, to present the Report.  

 

28. The Secretary-General presented the report of the Finance Committee on its 78th session. He 

noted that the Finance Committee had considered the financial documents that were now before the 

General Assembly, and had taken a favourable view of the documents. He noted that it had been a 

financially uncontentious year, with no large overhauls of the financial management of the Institute 

or member state contributions.  

 

29. He explained that the only extra-ordinary matter was the ongoing issue related to the 

compensation and pension scheme. He noted that this was a complex and difficult matter which 

remained a problem for the Institute, as the existing compensation and pension system lead to 

significant inefficiencies and would continue to create problems in hiring new staff in the future. He 

noted that the current system led to considerable disparity in the treatment of staff, especially in 

relation to the different treatment of professional and general service staff, and the different 

treatment of local and international staff. He noted that staff members received inconsistent 

treatment under the pension scheme, and highlighted that while a large proportion of the staff were 

part of the Italian domestic pension system, other staff members were variously part of the 

Australian, German, Swiss and United States systems, each with their own rules and regulations. He 

noted the only benefit from the current ad hoc arrangements was that allowing staff members to 

choose their domestic systems actually lowered the Institute’s contributions for pension and health 

insurance for those staff members as compared the contributions required under the Italian domestic 

system. He noted that the Finance Committee had established an informal working group on the 

matter, which was currently considering the review of the UN common system compensation by the 

International Civil Service Commission (ICSC). He noted that the ICSC review had just been 

submitted to the UN General Assembly and concluded that the informal working group would 

reconvene in early 2016 to continue working on the matter. 
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30. A representative of South Africa thanked the Secretariat and the Finance Committee for their 

work.  

 

31. The General Assembly took note of the Report of the Finance Committee.   

Item No. 6 on the Agenda: Final modifications to the Budget and approval of the Accounts for 

the 2014 financial year (A.G. (74) 3) 

 

32. The Secretary-General reminded the General Assembly that the Institute’s financial year 

followed the calendar year (1 January - 31 December), however the accounts were closed on 28 

February the following year and then examined by the Finance Committee at its first session. He 

noted that over the past few years the Finance Committee meetings had been scheduled in the 

spring to ensure that the accounts documents from the previous year were ready for their 

consideration, as well as the draft budget documents for the following year. Having been reviewed by 

the Finance Committee, he noted that the final budget and accounts document were now being 

presented to the General Assembly for approval.  

 

33. Referring to document A.G. (74) 3, he noted that UNIDROIT’s accounts balance at 31 

December 2014 was € 36.557,82. He further explained that the Finance Committee had agreed that 

this balance should be carried over to the 2015 for utilisation for capital investment in the premises, 

repairs and new office equipment. He explained that the UNIDROIT premises were owned by the Italian 

State and while Italy was responsible for structural work, UNIDROIT was responsible for the upkeep of 

the facilities. He noted that using the balance for capital works allowed the Institute to complete 

urgent repair work without asking member States for additional funds. Finally, the Secretary-General 

noted that if there was a similar budget surplus in 2015, it is anticipated that the funds could be used 

to cover additional costs associated with the 90th anniversary celebration and other meetings in 2016. 

 

34. The General Assembly took note of the document and approved the Accounts for the 2014 

financial year. 

Item No. 7 on the Agenda:  Adjustments to the Budget for the 2015 financial year (A.G. (74) 4) 

 

35. The Secretary-General introduced this agenda item, and noted that the item was more of a 

financial progress report for 2015 rather than an amendment of the Institute’s Budget or a request 

for additional funds. He noted that the document A.G. (74) 4 provided the Budget for 2015, including 

the expenditure estimates calculated in September 2015.  

 

36. He noted that when the document had been written in September 2015 it had been 

anticipated that there might have been a shortfall in contributions of € 144,805.50 due to arrears in 

contributions of member States. To address the slightly higher projected shortfall, the Institute had 

lowered its expenditures accordingly. He noted that the financial situation was not as bleak as initially 

anticipated, and the Institute had benefitted from extra-ordinary contributions, including the 

generous € 20,000 additional contribution that China continued to make on an annual basis to 

support the scholarship program, which was not reflected in document A.G. 74 (4) as it was received 

after the document’s publication. He also noted savings that had resulted from the secondment of 

one professional staff member to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) and the retirement of one longstanding staff member. He concluded by stating that due to 

these savings, the anticipated shortfall in the budget for 2015 was now lower than the figure 

suggested in the document prepared for the Finance Committee in September.  

 

37. The representative of China congratulated the Chairman for his election. He noted that due to 

domestic fiscal rules in China, China had been unable to make their extra-ordinary contribution 
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relating to the scholarship program in time to be included in the budget document, however China 

always made the payment in full.  

 

38. The Chairman thanked the Secretary-General for his report, and reaffirmed the Secretary-

General’s point that the anticipated shortfall in the budget for 2015 would not require any 

supplementary funding by member States.  

 

39. The General Assembly took note of the adjustments to the Budget for the 2015 financial 

year. 

Item No. 8 on the Agenda: Arrears in contributions of member States (A.G. (74) 5) 

 

40. The Secretary-General referred to document A.G. (74) 5 and noted that the policy for 

estimating shortfalls in contributions had been changed to make it more accurate. He explained that in 

previous years, the estimate in shortfalls was calculated based upon the historical average in the 

shortfall in contributions, which was never more than 3% of the overall budget for the Institute. He 

further explained that due to the significantly higher shortfall in contributions in 2014, the estimate in 

shortfalls in contributions for 2015 was now based upon the shortfalls from the previous year, rather 

than the historical average, resulting in a higher estimated shortfall.  

 

41. The Secretary-General then described the status of outstanding contributions for several 

member States. He noted that the only country which had not made any of its contributions for two 

consecutive years was Nigeria, who were €24,900 in arrears. Finally, he pointed out that the UNIDROIT 

working capital fund had a healthy balance and that the current levels of arrears did not threaten the 

implementation of the work program.  

 

42. The representative of Pakistan reaffirmed that, while Pakistan was on the list of member 

States in arrears, Pakistan took its contributions to UNIDROIT very seriously. He noted that Pakistan’s 

past record showed that Pakistan had paid its contributions every year and that Pakistan was only 

appearing on the list because its financial year, running from 1 July to 30 June of the following year, 

was out of step with that of UNIDROIT. He further noted that, because of the different financial years, 

Pakistan’s contribution lagged by several months but was ultimately always made despite budgetary 

constraints, and that differing amounts received by UNIDROIT were due to unfavourable exchange 

rates. He then expressed appreciation for the understanding of this situation by the Secretariat and 

other member States.  

 

43. The representative of Italy congratulated the Chairman on his election and thanked the 

representative of Switzerland for his good work in 2015. Regarding arrears, she noted that in recent 

weeks Italy had contacted Iran concerning their issues in paying contributions, and wanted to convey 

that Italy was ready to discuss the details of the problem and wanted to work towards a resolution.  

 

44. The representative of Iran thanked the representative of Italy for her intervention, and 

confirmed that Iran had met with the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He noted that unfortunately 

Iran had not been able to pay their 2014 contribution because they could not transfer the funds due 

to existing sanctions, however Iran was ready to discuss and work together to determine how Iran 

can pay their membership contributions. The representative of Iran also recognised the key role that 

the Secretary-General had played in attempting to resolve the situation.  

 

45. The representative of Germany congratulated the Chairman on his appointment and thanked 

the Secretary-General for his comments on the arrears situation. He noted that UNIDROIT can only 

function effectively where membership contributions were being reliably paid, and noted that the 

total level of arrears of €178,019.32 was concerning, despite the fact that there reasonable reasons 

behind certain arrears. He invited members of the General Assembly to think about possible solutions 
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for member States who had been in arrears for several years to find a reasonable solution to address 

the outstanding payments.  

 

46. The representative of Mexico congratulated the Chairman on his election. He expressed his 

support of the Secretariat in its prudent management of its operational costs. He noted his concern 

that the level of arrears had created a hole in the Institute’s budget, and expressed his support of the 

efforts being made by the Secretariat to address the arrears issue.  

 

47. The representative of Canada echoed the concerns of Germany and Mexico, and noted that 

the Finance Committee had expressed its concern about the level of arrears in the contributions of 

member States. Canada noted that the timely payment of member contributions was key to the 

operation of the Institute and that delays in the payments of these contributions, even of smaller 

amounts, was disruptive for the organisation and requested that all member States, to the extent 

possible, pay their arrears as soon as practicable.  

 

48. The representative of Serbia congratulated the Chairman on his election, and noted that 

Serbia’s outstanding membership contribution in 2013 was due to domestic administrative 

impediments and Serbia was working with the Secretariat to resolve the issue.  

 

49. The Secretary-General noted that the Secretariat followed up the arrears situation and 

directly contacted member States in arrears through their representatives in Rome. He further noted 

that each member state was in arrears for a different reason and noted that the member States in 

arrears had reassured the Secretariat that they intended to make their membership payments as 

soon as they were in a position to do so. 

50. The General Assembly took note of the document on the situations of the member States in 

arrears of payment. 

Item No. 9 on the Agenda:  Approval of the draft Budget for 2016 and fixing of the 

contributions of member States for that financial year (A.G. (74) 6) 

51. The Secretary-General, referring to document A.G. (74) 6, noted that the overall budget for 

2016 was nearly identical to the 2015 Budget, with a marginal increase in expenditure of only €189. 

He noted there were slight changes in the funds allocated between the various chapters of the 

budget, including an increase in the Chapter 1 meeting and travel costs, mainly due to the increases 

in costs for the meetings of the Governing Council and Committees of Experts. He noted the lower 

cost of social security charges under Chapter 3, due to the decision of staff members not to join the 

Italian pension system, as discussed previously under Agenda Item 5. He noted a decrease in 

maintenance costs under Chapter 5, due to lower heating costs resulting from more efficiency in the 

heating system and the lower cost of gas. Finally, he noted the higher anticipated costs for the 

Library under Chapter 6, due to increasing costs of the subscriptions for legal journals and 

periodicals.  

 

52. A representative of South Africa noted that the marginal increase in the budget for 2016 was 

a commendable result, and expressed their support of the budget.  

 

53. The General Assembly approved the draft Budget for 2016, including the level of the 

contributions of member States for that financial year. 
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Item No. 10 on the Agenda: Any other business 

54. No other matters having been raised under this agenda item, the Chairman thanked the 

delegates of the General Assembly and the Secretariat for their efficient work and declared the 

meeting closed at 10:57.  
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APPENDIX I 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS/LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

ARGENTINA / ARGENTINE Mr Martín VIA 

 First Secretary 

 Embassy of Argentina in Italy 

 

AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIE        Ms Isabella SWIFT 

           Second Secretary 

 Embassy of Australia in Italy 

 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE Ms Konstanze GEIGER 

 Second Secretary 

 Embassy of Austria in Italy 

 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE M. Jacques CASTIAUX 

 Conseiller 

 Ambassade de Belgique en Italie 

 

BRAZIL / BRESIL Mr André SOUZA MACHADO CORTEZ 

 Second Secretary 

 Embassy of Brazil in Italy 

 

BULGARIA / BULGARIE         Excused / Excusé 

 

CANADA          Mr Warren SENKOWSKI 

           Second Secretary 

           Embassy of Canada in Italy 

 

CHILE / CHILI          Ms Alejandra GUERRA 

           Counsellor 

           Embassy of Chile in Italy 

 

CHINA / CHINE Mr YI Qiuchen 

 Third Secretary 

 Embassy of the People's Republic of China in Italy 

 

COLOMBIA / COLOMBIE Mr Felipe STEINER FRASER 

 First Secretary 

 Embassy of Colombia in Italy 

 

CROATIA / CROATIE          Excused / Excusé 

 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE          Excused / Excusé 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC /  Mr Jiri JILEK 

REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE Economic Counsellor 

 Embassy of the Czech Republic in Italy 

 Rome 
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DENMARK / DANEMARK Mr Asser RASMUSSEN BERLING 

 Counsellor 

 Embassy of Denmark in Italy 

 

 Ms Charlotte RAAE TEODONIO 

 Economic Attaché 

 Embassy of Denmark in Italy 

 

EGYPT / EGYPTE Mr Khaled EL TAWEEL 

 First Secretary 

 Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

 

ESTONIA / ESTONIE Excused / excusé 

 

FINLAND / FINLANDE Mr Tapio RANTANEN 

 Second Secretary 

 Embassy of Finland in Italy 

 

FRANCE Excused / excusé 

 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE Mr Marco ACQUATICCI 

 Counsellor 

 Head of the Legal and Consular Office 

 Embassy of Germany in Italy 

 

HOLY SEE / SAINT-SIEGE Mr Paolo PAPANTI-PELLETIER 

 Juge 

 Tribunal de la Cité du Vatican 

 Secrétairerie d’Etat de la Cité du Vatican 

 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE Ms Gyöngyi KOMLÓSSY 

 Counsellor 

 Head of the Consular Section 

 Embassy of Hungary in Italy 

 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF / Mr Kourosh JAFARI 

IRAN (REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D’) Third Secretary 

 Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Italy 

 

IRELAND / IRLANDE Ms Margaret RYAN 

 Deputy Head of Mission 

 Embassy of Ireland in Italy 

 

ISRAEL Excused / Excusé 

 

ITALY / ITALIE Ms Catherine FLUMIANI 

 Counsellor 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

 Cooperation of Italy 
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 Mr Marco SILVI 

 Capo Ufficio I 

 Servizio per gli Affari Giuridici, del Contenzioso 

 Diplomatico e dei Trattati 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

 Cooperation of Italy 

 

 Ms Mariachiara MALAGUTI 

 Legal Adviser  

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

 Cooperation of Italy 

 

JAPAN / JAPON Ms Yukiko CONSTANTINESCU 

 Second Secretary 

 Embassy of Japan in Italy 

 

LATVIA/ LETTONIE Mrs Santa DALMANE 

 Consul 

 Embassy of Latvia in Italy 

 

LITHUANIA / LITHUANIE Excused / excusé 

 

LUXEMBOURG Mr Michel GRETHEN 

Premier Secrétaire  

Ambassade du Luxembourg en Italie 

 

MALTA / MALTE Mr Ivan VASSALLO 

 First Secretary 

 Embassy of Malta in Italy 

 

MEXICO / MEXIQUE Mr Benito JIMÉNEZ SAUMA 

 Second Secretary 

 Embassy of Mexico in Italy 

  

NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS Mr Simon BEENTJES 

 Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Italy 

  

NIGERIA Excused / excusé 

 

NORWAY / NORVEGE Ms Live HAGTVEDT 

 Embassy of Norway in Italy 

  

PAKISTAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) Mr Ishtiak Ahmed AKIL 

PAKISTAN (REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE DE) Counsellor 

 Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in Italy 

  

PARAGUAY Mr Mirko SOTO SAPRIZA 

 Counsellor 

 Embassy of the Republic of Paraguay in Italy 

 

POLAND / POLOGNE Ms Marta ZIELIŃSKA-ŚLIWKA 

 Counsellor 

 Embassy of Poland in Italy 
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PORTUGAL Mrs Rita LOURENÇO 

 Technical Adviser 

 Embassy of Portugal in Italy 

 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA / Mr MOON Sunghwan 

REPUBLIQUE DE COREE Counsellor  

 Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Italy 

 

 Mr KIM Hyung Joon 

 Third Secretary, Treaties Division 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

   

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE Mr Andrei Cosmin LUCA 

 Deputy Head of Mission 

 Embassy of Romania in Italy 

 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION /  Mr Evgeny EGOROV  

FEDERATION DE RUSSIE Legal Adviser  

 Trade Representation of the Russian Federation in Italy 

 

SAN MARINO / SAINT-MARIN H.E. Madame Daniela ROTONDARO 

 Ambassador de la République de Saint-Marin en Italie 

 

SAUDI ARABIA / ARABIE SAOUDITE Excused / excusé 

 

SERBIA / SERBIE Ms Dejana PERUNICIC 

 First Consellor  

 Embassy of the Republic of Serbia in Italy 

 

 Mr Marko RAKIC 

 Attaché 

 Embassy of the Republic of Serbia in Italy 

 

SLOVAKIA / SLOVAQUIE Mrs Lubica MIKUSOVA 

 Counsel 

 Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Italy 

 

SLOVENIA / SLOVENIA Ms Judita DOLŽAN 

 Undersecretary 

 Department for International Cooperation and EU Law 

 Ministry of Justice 

 Ljubljana 

 

SOUTH AFRICA / AFRIQUE DU SUD H.E. Mrs Nomatemba TAMBO 

 Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

 Embassy of south Africa to Italy 

 

 Mr Theunis KOTZÉ 

 State Law Adviser: International Law 

 Department of International Relations and Cooperation  

 (DIRCO) 

 Pretoria 
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SPAIN / ESPAGNE Mr Juan Claudio DE RAMÓN 

 First Secretary 

 Embassy of Spain in Italy 

 

SWEDEN / SUEDE Mr Fredrik ALFER 

 Minister Counsellor 

 Embassy of Sweden in Italy 

 

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE S.E. Monsieur Giancarlo KESSLER 

 Ambassadeur de Suisse en Italie 

 Ambassade de Suisse en Italie 

 

 M. Marcus ROTHEN 

 Secrétaire d'Ambassade 

 Ambassade de Suisse en Italie 

 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE Mme Hanin BEN JRAD 

 Ministre 

 Ambassade de Tunisie en Italie 

 

TURKEY / TURQUIE         excused / excusé 

 

UNITED KINGDOM/ excused / excusé 

ROYAUME-UNI  

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / Ms Daleya UDDIN 

ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE Alternate Permanent Representative  

 United States Mission to the UN Agencies in Rome 

  

 Mr Timothy SCHNABEL 

 Attorney Adviser 

 Department of State 

 Washington 

 

URUGUAY excused / excusé 

 

VENEZUELA Ms Claudia Valeria SILVA 

 Executive Assistant 

 Permanent Representation of the Bolivarian Republic of 

Venezuela to FAO 

 

 

OBSERVER 

 

SMOM H.E. Mr Aldo PEZZANA CAPRANICA DEL GRILLO 

 Ambassador 
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APPENDIX II 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

1. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the General Assembly 2014 - 2015 

 

2. Election of the Chairman of the General Assembly 2015 - 2016 

 

3. Adoption of the agenda (A.G. (74) 1) 

 

4. Statement regarding the Organisation’s activity in 2015 (A.G. (74) 2) 

 

5. Report of the Finance Committee on its 78th session (F.C. (78) 8) 

 

6. Final modifications to the budget and approval of the accounts for the 2014 financial year 

(A.G. (74) 3) 

 

7. Adjustments to the budget for the 2015 financial year (A.G. (74) 4) 

 

8. Arrears in contributions of member States (A.G. (74) 5)  

 

9. Approval of the draft budget for 2016 and fixing of the contributions of member States for 

that financial year (A.G. (74) 6) 

 

10. Any other business 

 


