
 

 
 

 
 EN 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNIDROIT 2016 
75th session A.G. (75) 8 
Rome, 1 December 2016 Original: English/French 
 December 2016 

 
REPORT 

 
(prepared by the UNIDROIT Secretariat) 

 

Summary For the information of the members of the General Assembly 

Action to be taken None 

Related documents  None 

Contents 
 
Opening of the session by the Chairman of the General Assembly 2015-2016 2 
 
Appointment of the Chairman of the General Assembly 2016-2017 2 
 
Adoption of the agenda 3 
 
Statement regarding the Organisation’s activity in 2016 3 
 
Adoption of the Organisation’s Work Programme for the 2017 – 2019 triennium 5 
 
Final modifications to the Budget and approval of the Accounts  
for the 2015 financial year  8 
 
Adjustments to the Budget for the 2016 financial year 8 
 
Arrears in contributions of member States 9 
 
Approval of the draft Budget for 2017 and fixing of the contributions  
of member States for that financial year 9 
 
Any other business 10 
 
APPENDIX I: List of participants 11 
 
APPENDIX II: Agenda 17 
 



2. UNIDROIT 2016 – A.G. (75) 8 

Item No. 1: Opening of the session by the Chairman of the General Assembly 2015-2016 
 
1. The 75th session of the General Assembly of the International Institute for the Unification of 
Private Law (UNIDROIT) was held at the seat of UNIDROIT on 1 December 2016 and was attended by the 
diplomatic representatives in Italy of 45 member States (cf. the list of participants in Appendix I). 
 
2. The Chairman of the General Assembly 2015-2016, H.E. Mr Amr Mostafa Kamar Helmy, 
Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt in Italy welcomed participants and proceeded to open the 
session.  
 
 
Item No. 2: Appointment of the Chairman of the General Assembly 2016-2017 
 
3. The Chairman of the General Assembly 2015-2016 noted that the end of 2016 signified the 
closing of an eventful year celebrating the Institute’s 90th anniversary. The Chairman noted that on 20 
April 2016, he had the pleasure of chairing a special session of the UNIDROIT General Assembly held at 
Palazzo Altieri in Rome celebrating the Institute’s 90th anniversary, at which the Chairman shared the 
podium with high dignitaries from the host country and the Secretary of State of the Holy See. He 
noted that delegates from more than 60 countries, including both UNIDROIT member States and non-
member States, as well as representatives from various Intergovernmental Organisations attended the 
event. 
 
4. He noted that many UNIDROIT member States made statements at the event acknowledging the 
significant contribution that UNIDROIT had made to harmonise and modernise international contract law, 
and gave concrete examples of how the Institute could contribute to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, with particular reference to Goal 16 and the promotion of the rule of law. The Chairman 
reflected on how UNIDROIT had aided the harmonisation and modernisation of private and in particular 
commercial law between states by formulating instruments, principles and rules. He noted that this 
work was of particular importance to developing countries where UNIDROIT instruments promoted 
economic development, supported national industrialisation programs and foreign direct investment.  
 
5. The Chairman noted that UNIDROIT’s work had also contributed to the development of 
international instruments adopted under the auspices of other international organisations. The 
Chairman stated that UNIDROIT member States could be proud of the achievements of the Institute. The 
Chairman thanked UNIDROIT member States for having elected Egypt Chair of the General Assembly for 
2015-2016.  
 
6. The Chairman concluded his intervention by recalling that the Chairmanship of the General 
Assembly had traditionally rotated among the four geographic groups of UNIDROIT. According to that 
practice, he noted that it was now the turn of the Americas group to nominate the new Chair for the 
period 2016-2017. 
 
7. Upon nomination by the representative of Canada, the General Assembly, by acclamation, 
appointed H.E. Mr Antonio de Aguiar Patriota, Ambassador of Brazil in Italy, as Chairman for the period 
2016-2017. 
 
8. Upon being appointed, the Chairman expressed his gratitude to the members of the General 
Assembly for his appointment to the Chairmanship of the General Assembly. The Chairman thanked 
the former Chairman for his efforts over the period 2015-2016, and affirmed his support for the 2030 
Agenda and the focus on Goal 16 and the commitment to the rule of law and access to justice 
domestically and internationally.  
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Item No. 3: Adoption of the agenda (A.G. (75) 1) 
 
9. The General Assembly adopted the agenda as proposed (see Appendix II). 
 
 
Item No. 4: Statement regarding the Organisation’s activity in 2016 (A.G. (75) 2) 
 
10. The Chairman gave the floor to the Secretary-General to present the Statement regarding the 
Organisation’s activity in 2016. 
 
11. The Secretary-General noted that document A.G. (75) 2 followed the practice, introduced by 
the Secretariat in 2009, of providing an overview of the activities of the Secretariat in a way that linked 
those activities with the triennial Work Programme 2014-2016 and provided the expenditure associated 
with each activity. 
 
12. The Secretary-General pointed out to the General Assembly that the Institute had organised 
several events during 2016 to celebrate UNIDROIT’s 90th anniversary. The celebration series was opened 
on 15 April 2016 with an event entitled “Practicing international law at the United Nations” held at the 
Seat of UNIDROIT. Hosted in cooperation with the Italian Society for International Organisation (SIOI), 
over 80 participants representing UNIDROIT member States, Rome-based UN agencies, private practices 
and academic institutions attended the event which featured a keynote lecture delivered by Mr Miguel 
de Serpa Soares, Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and United Nations Legal Counsel. The 
Secretary-General noted that the Lectio Magistralis was introduced by Professor Alberto Mazzoni 
(President of UNIDROIT) and Mr Franco Frattini (President of SIOI), and was followed by a round table 
composed of distinguished experts: Judge Fausto Pocar, of the International Criminal Tribunals for the 
former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda, Professor Sergio Carbone, of the University of Genoa, and Professor 
Piero Bernardini, President of the Italian Arbitration Association (AIA). 
 
13. The Secretary-General noted that the second event held on 19 April 2016, which was the eve 
of the special session of the General Assembly, addressed the legacy of the League of Nations and 
explored its relationship with UNIDROIT. He noted the significance of the event, given UNIDROIT’s history 
as an auxiliary organ to the League of Nations. He explained that the event was an occasion to celebrate 
the publication of the volume “Commentaire du Pacte de la Société des Nations” edited by Professor 
Robert Kolb of the University of Geneva.  
 
14. The Secretary-General further reflected upon the success of the 20 April 2016 special session 
of the General Assembly, with particular reference to the presence of his Eminence Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin (Secretary of State of the Holy See), who at the meeting conveyed to the General Assembly 
the greetings of His Holiness Pope Francis and paid tribute to all the work accomplished by UNIDROIT. 
 
15. The Secretary-General also noted that on 27 April 2016 UNIDROIT had hosted an international 
conference entitled “creating a favourable legal environment for contract farming”. The conference was 
organised in collaboration with the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United nations (FAO) and 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). The Secretary-General reported that 
during the meeting various member States had explained that the UNIDROIT/FAO/IFAD Legal Guide on 
Contract Farming had already been used to assist domestic law reform to promote contract farming as 
a model for inclusive agricultural development. The Secretary-General noted that while the Legal Guide 
was only adopted in 2015, it had already been used in the Philippines as part of their recent domestic 
agricultural law reform.  
 
16. The Secretary-General highlighted one final event, held immediately after the Governing 
Council meeting on 20 May 2016. He explained that UNIDROIT hosted a contract law conference on the 
relationship between the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods 
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(CISG) and the UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Contracts. He noted that the conference 
had over 60 attendees, and that the papers presented at the Conference would be published in an 
upcoming special edition of the Uniform Law Review.   
 
17. In relation to activities under the Work Programme, the Secretary-General reported on the 
fourth meeting of the Study Group which had been working to prepare a preliminary draft of a fourth 
Protocol to the Cape Town Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment on Matters 
specific to Agricultural, Construction and Mining Equipment (the MAC Protocol). He noted that the Study 
Group had been successful in preparing a preliminary draft text which had then been approved by the 
Governing Council at its 95th session (Rome, May 2016) for transmission to a Committee of 
Governmental Experts for further consideration. He further provided that the first session of the 
Committee of Governmental Experts would be held in Rome in March 2017.  
 
18. In regards to the project in the area of transnational civil procedure, the Secretary-General 
reported on the progress made under the joint European Law Institute (ELI)/UNIDROIT project for the 
development of regional rules of European civil procedure. In particular, he highlighted a meeting of 
the Steering Committee for the project which took place between 21-22 April 2016 in Rome.  
 
19. Transitioning to the work regarding transactions on transnational and connected capital 
markets, the Secretary-General noted that the development of the UNIDROIT Legislative Guide on 
Intermediated Securities was progressing well under the guidance of the informal group of experts. He 
reported that the informal group had held a second meeting in May 2016 and had continued to work 
out of session and via videoconference to refine the draft Legislative Guide. He noted that the informal 
group would meet in Rome between 12-13 December 2016 to further revise the draft. He also noted 
that a fourth meeting of the Committee on Emerging Markets would be convened in the People’s 
Republic of China in March 2017, at which the adoption of the Legislative Guide would be discussed 
and hopefully finalised. 
 
20. In relation to the financial implications of these meetings and the other activities undertaken 
by the Secretariat set out in Annex I of document A.G. (75) 2, the Secretary-General noted that the 
financial figures were based upon the estimates presented to the Finance Committee at its most recent 
meeting in September 2016. The Secretary-General then directed the General Assembly’s attention to 
Annex II of the document which provided information on extra budgetary contributions to the Institute. 
He noted that Institute had carried over approximately 95,000 euros from previous years and had 
received an additional 36,000 in extra budgetary contributions in 2016. He further stated that extra 
budgetary contributions had never made up more than 5% of the Institute’s overall budget throughout 
its history and affirmed that extra budgetary contributions were not spent on legislative activities. 
 
21. The Chairman thanked the Secretary-General for his detailed report on the document and then 
opened the floor for discussion and questions.  
 
22. A representative of Indonesia congratulated the Chairman for his election, and noted that the 
Chairman’s experience and leadership would lead to fruitful discussions regarding the Institute’s work. 
He then thanked the Secretary-General for the explanation regarding UNIDROIT’s activity in 2016. He 
noted that Indonesia became a member State of UNIDROIT in 2008. He noted that Indonesia was pleased 
with the proposed amendments to the UNIDROIT Principles on International Commercial Contracts 
regarding issues related to long term contracts, and noted that as a party to the Cape Town Convention 
on International Interests in Mobile Assets, Indonesia had been following the developments regarding 
the Luxembourg Rail Protocol and future MAC Protocol and had met with the Secretariat regarding 
Indonesia becoming a party to those Protocols. He congratulated UNIDROIT for the success of the Legal 
Guide on Contract Farming, and provided that Indonesia had participated in the development of the 
Legal Guide and had also utilised the final product by distributing it to relevant domestic stakeholders. 
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He reaffirmed Indonesia’s appreciation for the work of the Secretariat, and concluded that the future 
work by the Institute would bring further benefits to member States. 
 
23. The General Assembly took note, with appreciation, of the Statement regarding the 
Organisation’s activity in 2016. 
 
 
Item No. 5: Adoption of the Organisation’s Work Programme for the 2017 – 2019 

triennium (A.G. (75) 3 corr.)  
 
24. The Chairman invited the Secretary-General, to present the Organisation’s draft Work 
Programme for the 2017 – 2019, which was submitted by the Governing Council at the conclusion of 
its 95th session (Rome, 18-20 May 2016).  
 
25. The Secretary-General explained the rationale and anticipated working methods for the 
projects contained in the draft Work Programme. The Secretary-General noted that international 
private law reform projects often took longer than three years, which could make it necessary to carry 
existing incomplete projects over from one triennial Work Programme to the next. He further noted 
that while several projects from the 2014-2016 Work Programme were indeed proposed to be 
continued in the draft 2017-2019 Work Programme, he anticipated that most of those projects would 
be completed in the next three years and would not need to be transferred to a future Work Programme.  
 
26. The Secretary-General introduced the first item on the draft Work Programme, the 
implementation of the Luxembourg Rail and Space Protocols to the Cape Town Convention. He noted 
that the implementation of the Protocols had been a continuous high priority project for the Secretariat 
which was required to ensure the entry into force of the two instruments. He explained that the 
instruments had operational mechanisms, being the Supervisory Authority and the Registrar that 
required establishment following the conclusion of the treaties, which the Secretariat continued to work 
towards. He concluded that the arrangements for the establishment of the operational mechanisms 
were much more advanced for the Luxembourg Rail Protocol as compared to the Space Protocol, but 
that the Secretariat continued to work toward both goals. 
 
27. The Secretary-General then turned to the preparation of additional Protocols of the Cape Town 
Convention. He reaffirmed that the first session of the Committee of Governmental Experts for the 
preparation of a draft MAC Protocol would be held in Rome between 20-24 March 2017, and that the 
documents had already been circulated for that meeting. He noted that additional documents for the 
project, including an economic analysis for the MAC Protocol, would be circulated in the near future. 
He explained that it was anticipated that a Diplomatic Conference to adopt the MAC Protocol could be 
convened in 2018 after two or three meetings of the Committee of Governmental Experts.   
 
28. The Secretary-General noted the preparation of two additional Protocols to the Cape Town 
Convention on (i) Ships and maritime transport equipment and (ii) Renewable energy equipment, but 
had been assigned low priority. In relation to the Maritime Protocol, he noted that there had been some 
support for the idea, however certain elements of the shipping industry remained opposed to the 
Protocol. He noted that UNIDROIT would continue consultations in relation to the project. In relation to 
the Renewable Energy Equipment Protocol, he noted that the project had originated from a proposal 
from Germany regarding the financing of wind power generation equipment. He noted that additional 
research by the Secretariat had indicated that such a proposal was too narrow to be economically 
viable, whereas a potential future Protocol covering high-value renewable energy equipment would be 
likely to have more success.  
 
29. The Secretary-General explained that under the proposed draft Work Programme the project 
to formulate European regional rules for transnational civil procedure would be completed as a high 
priority. He noted that the project was being conducted in partnership with the European Law Institute 
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(ELI) and that the project was particularly important given the significant transaction costs and higher 
credit costs associated with inefficient civil procedure regimes. He noted that he expected the draft 
rules to be ready for consideration by the Governing Council for adoption in 2018.  
 
30. Turning to new proposals in the draft Work Programme, the Secretary-General introduced the 
proposal for the preparation of an international guidance document on agricultural land investment 
contracts as a high priority project. He explained that the proposed project built upon the considerable 
success of the Legal Guide on Contract Farming, as developed in collaboration with FAO and IFAD. He 
noted that one consultation meeting for the project had already been completed and that the next step 
would be to set up a Working Group involving relevant stakeholders to prepare the guidance document. 
He anticipated that the Working Group would require four or five meetings and that the project should 
be able to be completed within the 2017-2019 work cycle.  
 
31. In the field of transnational civil procedure, the Secretary-General noted that following the 
completion of the European regional rules in 2018, a new proposal regarding principles of effective 
enforcement had been proposed for the draft Work Programme. The Secretary-General explained that 
many countries lacked adequate civil enforcement procedures, which meant that in some jurisdictions 
contract enforcement could take between seven and ten years, which imposed a significant cost on 
conducting business. He noted that the proposed project would produce best practice principles for 
effective enforcement.  
 
32. The Secretary-General noted that the draft Work Programme also contained a proposal in 
relation to reinsurance contracts, which had been submitted by a group of academics from the 
Universities of Frankfurt, Vienna and Zurich. He noted that the Governing Council had been very 
supportive of the project, as the topic of reinsurance contracts was highly technical but of significant 
economic importance. He explained that the three Universities would fund the project and that UNIDROIT 
would be a key assisting partner. He noted that a third workshop to develop the principles would be 
held in March 2017 in Frankfurt which he would attend personally, having already attended the first 
two workshops. He concluded that the Working Group developing the principles was well balanced and 
internationally focused, which would contribution to the production of a useful final product.  
 
33. The Secretary-General then explained that the United Nations Commission for International 
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) had proposed a cooperation project jointly with the Hague Conference on 
Private International Law (HCCH) and UNIDROIT to prepare a guidance document on existing texts in 
the area of international contract law and sales law. He noted that the project would not produce a new 
normative instrument but would prepare further guidance on the existing instruments of the three 
organisations. He noted that the organisations were currently discussing the working methods for the 
project, however it was not anticipated that a specific working group of experts would be needed.  
 
34. Finally, the Secretary-General introduced a proposal made by Mexico for UNIDROIT to conduct 
additional work on private art collections. He explained that the proposal built upon UNIDROIT’s 
successful work in the cultural property field. He noted that UNIDROIT was continuing to consider the 
project to identify the private law aspects that fall within the mandate of UNIDROIT.   
 
35. The Secretary-General explained that the other activities of the Institute as noted in the draft 
Work Programme related to the implementation and promotion of existing instruments or were non-
legislative activities, such as the operation of the library and internship and scholarship programme. 
He also highlighted the Depositary function of the Secretariat, which at times required a lot of work 
due to the complex and technical declarations mechanisms contained in several UNIDROIT treaties.  
 
36. The Secretary-General concluded that the document did not provide cost estimates for the 
various projects because of the sheer number of projects, however it was expected that all projects 
would be able to be undertaken within existing resources.  
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37. The Chairman thanked the Secretary-General for his detailed explanation of the draft Work 
Programme for the 2017-2019 triennium and then opened the floor for discussion and questions.  
 
38. The representative of Canada congratulated the Secretary-General and the Secretariat for the 
quality of the work completed in 2016 and for the strong draft Work Programme proposed for the 
triennium 2017-2019. He noted that the achievements of the Institute were particularly impressive 
when considering the small size of the Institute. He noted that Canada supported UNIDROIT’s continued 
activities in the areas of private law and agricultural development, in particular the project to develop 
guidelines on agricultural investment contracts. He further noted that the draft Legislative Guide on 
Intermediated Securities was well advanced and it appeared to be ready for finalisation and adoption 
in the near future. He noted Canada’s interest in the progression of the MAC Protocol project, and 
emphasised that the private sector should continue to be closely involved in the development of the 
draft Protocol. The representative of Canada noted that the draft Work Programme included several 
regional activities. He stated that while regional activities were often more amenable to harmonisation, 
it was important to balance regional activities with international activities that would be in the interest 
of all member States. He noted that the draft Work Programme appeared to strike that balance 
correctly, and Canada was willing to support it on such a basis. The representative of Canada concluded 
that through collaborative projects and the identification of new areas of activity, UNIDROIT had managed 
to remain a relevant and dynamic organisation in a changing international climate where many 
international organisations were facing significant challenges.  
 
39. The representative of Sweden congratulated the Chairman on his appointment, and thanked 
the previous Chairman for his work in 2016. She thanked the Secretary-General and the Secretariat 
for their excellent work in 2016, and noted Sweden’s support for the draft Work Programme. She 
suggested that due to the existing resource constraints, the transnational civil procedure projects could 
be progressed as a low priority.  
 
40. A representative of the United States congratulated the Chairman on his election. She thanked 
the Secretariat for its exemplary management of resources and preparation of comprehensive materials 
for the General Assembly meeting. She noted that the United States strongly endorsed the draft Work 
Programme, and in particular applauded UNIDROIT’s continued focus of agricultural private law. She 
noted that the United States was pleased that the Committee of Governmental Experts would 
commence consideration of the preliminary draft MAC Protocol in March 2017. She stated that the 
United States believed that the project would have a significant economic impact in developing 
countries by providing access to vital equipment in the agricultural, construction and mining fields. She 
encouraged all UNIDROIT member States to attend the March meeting. She noted that due to the 
significant resources devoted to the MAC Protocol project as well as the implementation of the 
Luxembourg Rail Protocol and Space Protocol, she suggested that the Maritime Protocol be removed 
from the draft Work Programme, as domestic stakeholder consultations had not demonstrated any 
support for the project. She noted the United States’ support for the land investment project which had 
been assigned a high priority in the draft Work Programme, and that the instrument produced should 
include model contract provisions that could be used by corporate counsel in organisations that 
regularly entered into land investment contracts. She suggested that the instrument should also 
address the development of community trust funds and the recognition of customary land and resource 
rights. She noted that the Legislative Guide on Intermediated Securities should remain consistent with 
existing instruments such as the UNIDROIT Principles on the Operation of Close-Out Netting Provisions 
and the Geneva Securities Convention and hoped that the Committee on Emerging Markets could 
finalise the Legislative Guide in 2017. In relation to Reinsurance Contracts, she noted that the United 
States did not believe that any outcomes from the project should be included in the Principles on 
International Commercial Contracts. She concluded that as promotional efforts in recent years had 
focused on UNIDROIT’s Cultural Property work, promotion efforts in 2017 should focus on the Legal Guide 
on Contract Farming.  
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41. The Secretary-General reassured the representative of the United States that the Secretariat 
was well aware of the concerns of certain sectors with regard to the possibility of extending the Cape 
Town Convention regime to security interests over maritime equipement. He noted that despite this, 
there were other parties that still supported the project, and as such suggested that as consistent with 
the low priority assigned to the project, only stakeholder consultation to further ascertain the viability 
of the project would be undertaken between 2017-2019.  
 
42. Lastly, the Secretary-General noted that additional proposals for the draft Work Programme 
had been received from the Ministry of Industry and Trade in the Czech Republic. He noted that the 
proposals had only been received the day before the General Assembly and had been circulated to 
member States for their consideration. He suggested that, as consistent with existing practice, the 
proposals could be considered by the Governing Council at its next meeting in May 2017.  
 
43. The representative of the Czech Republic congratulated the Chairman on his election, and noted 
that the Czech Republic had submitted its proposal on the basis that it would indeed be discussed by 
the Governing Council in 2017 before it was considered by the General Assembly. She concluded that 
the Czech Republic would be grateful for the Governing Council’s consideration of the proposals at its 
subsequent meeting.  
 
44. The General Assembly approved the Work Programme for the triennium 2017-2019 as reflected 
in document A.G. (75) 3 corr.   
 
 
Item No. 6: Final modifications to the Budget and approval of the Accounts for the 2015 

financial year (A.G. (75) 4) 
 
45. The Chairman invited the Secretary-General to present the item.  
 
46. The Secretary-General noted that there were no modifications to the budget in 2015 and no 
request for supplementary funds for that year. He noted that the accounts had already been considered 
by the Finance Committee twice and that the recommendation of the Finance Committee to the General 
Assembly was to approve the Accounts.  
 
47. The General Assembly took note of the document and approved the Accounts for the 2015 
financial year. 
 
 
Item No. 7: Adjustments to the Budget for the 2016 financial year (A.G. (75) 5) 
 
48. The Chairman invited the Secretary-General to present the item.  
 
49. The Secretary-General noted that there were no adjustments to the 2016 Budget or requests 
for supplementary funding. He explained that the document had rather the nature of a financial 
progress report to demonstrate to the General Assembly the expected expenditure for the Institute in 
2016, as calculated in September 2016 when the document was submitted to the Finance Committee.  
 
50. He noted that the anticipated shortfall of receipts in relation to arrears and delays of 
membership contributions could amount to 113,850 euros. He noted that as member States were able 
to pay contributions until 28 February the following year, that the actual shortfall was likely to be less 
than that figure. He noted that the Secretariat had always been a little more frugal in managing its 
operating costs in the final months of each year, however recent practice had demonstrated that this 
cautiousness often led to small surpluses which could be then reinvested in improvements in equipment 
and technology for the Institute.  
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51. The General Assembly took note of the adjustments to the Budget for the 2016 financial year. 
 
 
Item No. 8: Arrears in contributions of member States (A.G. (75) 6) 
 
52. The Chairman introduced the item, and noted that it was for information only. He invited the 
Secretary-General to make further comments.  
 
53. The Secretary-General explained that the document reflected the situation in September 2016 
when the document was prepared for consideration by the Finance Committee. He noted that it was 
his understanding that no further contributions had been received since September 2016 and thus the 
document remained accurate. He affirmed that the document did not consider member State payments 
in relation to the current year but only referred to arrears in payments for previous years. He noted 
that under Article 16 of the Institute’s Statute, member States lost the right to vote if they fell two 
years into arrears of their membership payments. He noted that while Brazil and Pakistan were in 
arrears, they did not fall into the situation contemplated by Article 16 and thus retained full voting 
rights. He concluded that the other member States listed in the document had indeed had their voting 
rights frozen due to their arrears in membership payments.  
 
54. The representative of Iran noted that, as consistent with his interventions at previous General 
Assembly meetings, Iran had an ongoing problem in completing the transaction to pay Iran’s 
membership contributions. He noted that due to ongoing embargos and sanctions, Iran had been 
unable to transfer its contribution to the UNIDROIT bank account. He proposed that Italy as the host 
state could facilitate the payment to assist Iran in resolving the situation. He noted that this would be 
his last appearance at the General Assembly and said farewell.  
 
55. The representative of Italy noted that Italy was aware of the situation and was still in contact 
with the representative of Iran and was doing its best to achieve a mutually agreeable solution.  
 
56. The representative of Pakistan congratulated the Chairman for his election. In relation to 
Pakistan’s situation, he noted that Pakistan took its contributions to UNIDROIT very seriously. He noted 
that Pakistan’s past record showed that Pakistan had paid its contributions consistently, and he 
confirmed that Pakistan had paid its contribution for 2016 the day before the General Assembly 
meeting. He noted that the shortfall in the Pakistan contribution in 2013 was due to an unfavourable 
exchange rate and that he was in contact with the responsible department in Pakistan regarding the 
arrears. He then expressed appreciation for the understanding of the situation by the Secretariat and 
other member States.  
 
57. The General Assembly took note of the document on the situations of the member States in 
arrears of payment. 
 
 
Item No. 9: Approval of the draft Budget for 2017 and fixing of the contributions of 

member States for that financial year (A.G. (75) 7) 
 
58. The Secretary-General noted that the overall budget for 2017 was nearly identical to the 2016 
Budget and proposed no adjustment to membership contributions for countries.  
 
59. He noted there were slight shifts in the funds allocated between the various chapters of the 
budget, including an increase in the Chapter 1 (meeting and travel costs), and a corresponding 
decrease in Chapter 2 (Salaries), mainly due to the retirement of one staff member who was not 
replaced with a new professional staff member. He noted that the savings from the retirement had 
been shifted to Chapter 1 to support UNIDROIT’s projects, and that he expected that the existing staff 
could meet the needs of the Institute. He noted that if the need for additional staffing emerged, Chapter 
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2 retained adequate funding to pay for short-term professional consultants for specific projects as 
required.  
 
60. He noted that the other small changes were explained in the footnotes. The Secretary-General 
reflected on the elaborate financial approval process, and noted that it was a lengthy but inclusive 
process. He concluded that no member State submitted comments on the draft Budget, and the Finance 
Committee recommended that the General Assembly approve the draft Budget as proposed in 
document A.G. (75) 7.  
 
61. The representative of Romania congratulated the Chairman on his appointment, and thanked 
the Secretary-General for his explanations. He noted that Romania was satisfied that UNIDROIT 
maintained a zero growth expenditure level and a zero growth level of membership contributions, 
despite the difficult global economic situation. He concluded that he was confident that UNIDROIT would 
continue to deliver high quality services and projects unique to its activities in collaboration with partner 
international law organisations. 
 
62. The representative of Canada thanked the Secretary-General for preparing a budget with zero 
nominal growth. He noted that Canada was impressed that UNIDROIT continued to deliver prudent 
budgets that reflected the difficult global economic situation and that the future Work Programme could 
be delivered within the existing zero growth budget.  
 
63. The General Assembly approved the draft Budget for 2017, including the level of the 
contributions of member States for that financial year. 
 
 
Item No. 10: Any other business 
 
64. The representative of Colombia expressed her sorrow in relation to the tragic plane crash in 
Colombia which claimed the lives of 71 people including the members of the Chapecoense Brazilian 
soccer club.  
 
65. The Chairman thanked the representative of Colombia for her sentiment, and reflected that 
there was no sadder tragedy than the loss of life of young people. He noted that there was a three day 
mourning period in Brazil following the disaster.  
 
66. The Secretary-General noted that an informal working group of the Finance Committee would 
be meeting immediately after the closure of the General Assembly to continue to work on reforms to 
the salaries and pension structure of the Secretariat. 
 
67. The General Assembly meeting was closed by the Chairman.  
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CHILE / CHILI Mr Rodrigo WAGHORN 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of Chile in Italy 
 

CHINA / CHINE Mr LIU Keyi 
Deputy Director 
Department of Treaty and Law 
Ministry of Commerce 
 
YI Qiuchen 
Second Secretary 
Economic & Commercial Counsellor’s Office,  
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Italy 
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COLOMBIA / COLOMBIE Ms Maria Camila SIERRA RESTREPO 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Colombia in Italy 
 
Mr Juan Carlos ESPINOSA 
Minister 
Embassy of Colombia in Italy 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE Ms Pavlina RUCKI 
Deputy Director  
Department for European and International Law 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Prague 
 
Mr Jiří JÍLEK 
Economic Counsellor 
Embassy of the Czech Republic in Italy 
 

DENMARK / DANEMARK Ms Charlotte RAAE TEODONIO 
Economic Attaché 
Embassy of Denmark in Italy 
 
Ms Lina FARCI 
Assistant 
Embassy of Denmark in Italy 
 

EGYPT / EGYPTE H.E. Mr Amr Mostafa KAMAL HELMY 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt in Italy 
 
Mr Khaled EL TAWEEL 
First Secretary 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt in Italy 
 

FINLAND / FINLANDE Mr Tapio RANTANEN 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of Finland in Italy 
 

FRANCE M. Pascal GAND 
Magistrat de liaison en Italie et à Malte 
 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE Mr Olaf Adam REIF 
First Secretary - Head of the Legal and Consular 
Office 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in 
Italy 
 

HOLY SEE / SAINT-SIEGE Prof Paolo PAPANTI-PELLETIER 
Juge 
Tribunal de la Cité du Vatican 
Secrétairerie d’Etat de la Cité du Vatican 
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HUNGARY / HONGRIE Mr Zoltán NEMESSÁNYI 
Deputy State Secretary for Cooperation in 
International Justice Affairs 
Ministry of Justice 
Budapest 
 
Mr Zsuzsa DEGRELL 
Ministry of Justice 
Budapest 
 
Mr Péter ANTALÓCZY 
Commercial attaché 
Embassy of Hungary in Italy 
 

INDONESIA / INDONESIE H.E. Mr. August PARENGKUAN 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative of the Republic of 
Indonesia to FAO, IFAD and WFP 
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Italy 
 
Mr Royhan Nevy WAHAB 
First Secretary 
Responsible of Multilateral Affairs 
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Italy 
 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF / IRAN 
(REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D’) 

Mr Kourosh JAFARI 
Third Secretary 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Italy 
 

IRELAND / IRLANDE Ms Margaret RYAN 
Deputy Head of Mission 
Embassy of Ireland in Italy 
 

ITALY / ITALIE Mr Marco SILVI 
Capo Ufficio I 
Servizio per gli Affari Giuridici, del Contenzioso 
Diplomatico e dei Trattati 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation of Italy 
 

JAPAN / JAPON Ms Yukiko CONSTANTINESCU 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of Japan in Italy 
 

LATVIA / LETTONIE Mrs Baiba BROKA 
Head of Administration and Rector`s Office 
University of Latvia 
Riga 
 

LUXEMBOURG M. André FLAMMANG 
Premier Secrétaire 
Ambassade du Luxembourg en Italie 
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MALTA / MALTE Ms Gabriella MARCELJA 
Attaché for Multilateral Cooperation  
Permanent Representation of the Republic of 
Malta to the UN Agencies in Rome 
 

MEXICO / MEXIQUE Mr Benito JIMÉNEZ SAUMA 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of Mexico in Italy 
 

NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS Mrs Karlijn RENSINK 
Political Affairs 
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 
Italy 
 

NIGERIA Mr Mohammed Mustapha GARBA 
Counsellor (P&E) 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in Italy 
 

PAKISTAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) / 
PAKISTAN (REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE DE) 

Mr Tanveer AHMED 
Deputy Head of Mission 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Pakistan in Italy 
 

POLAND / POLOGNE Ms Marta ZIELIŃSKA-ŚLIWKA 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Poland in Italy 
 

PORTUGAL Mrs Rita LOURENÇO 
Technical Adviser 
Embassy of Portugal in Italy 
 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA / REPUBLIQUE DE 
COREE 

Ms Seonghee BAIK 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Italy 
 
Mr Hyukjoon KWON 
Judge 
Incheon District Court 
Incheon 
 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE Mr Vlad MUSTACIOSU 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Romania in Italy 
 
Mr Marian ENCIU 
Embassy of Romania in Italy 
 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FEDERATION DE 
RUSSIE 

Mrs Anastasia ORLOVA 
Consultant 
Ministry of Economic Development 
Moscow 
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SAN MARINO / SAINT-MARIN H.E. Madame Daniela ROTONDARO 
Ambassadeur  
République de Saint-Marin en Italie  
 

SERBIA / SERBIE Mr Marko RAKIĆ  
Attaché 
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia in Italy 
 

SLOVAKIA / SLOVAQUIE Mr Mirek KARAS 
Consul 
Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Italy 
 

SOUTH AFRICA / AFRIQUE DU SUD Mr André SMIT 
State Law Adviser: International Law 
Department of International Relations and 
Cooperation (DIRCO) 
Pretoria 
 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE Mr Rafael OSORIO 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Spain in Italy 
 

SWEDEN / SUEDE Ms Sara DAHLSTEN 
Minister Counsellor 
Embassy of Sweden in Italy 
 

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE Ms Teresa Di VITO 
Legal Assistant 
Embassy of Switzerland in Italy 
 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE Mm Hanin BEN JRAD 
Ministre 
Ambassade de Tunisie en Italie 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / ETATS-UNIS 
D'AMERIQUE 
 

Mr Timothy SCHNABEL 
Attorney Adviser 
Department of State 
Washington D.C. 
 
Ms Daleya S. UDDIN 
Political / Economic Officer - Alternate Permanent 
Representative 
U.S. Mission to the UN Agencies 
 
Mr Louis EMERY 
Senior Counsel - Office of the General Counsel 
Export-Import Bank of the United States of 
America 
Washington, D.C. 
 

URUGUAY 
 

Mr Oscar PIÑEYRO 
Minister Counsellor 
Embassy of Uruguay in Italy 
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VENEZUELA Mr Porfirio PESTANA 
Minister Counsellor 
Permanent Representation of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela to FAO 
 

 
 

OBSERVERS 
 
INDONESIA / INDONESIE Mrs Erna PRILIASARI 

Head of Public Relation Division 
Ministry of Law and Human Rights 
Jakarta 
 
Mr Dhani ERSHIANO 
Head of Evaluation and Reporting Section 
Ministry of Law and Human Rights 
Jakarta 
 
Mrs Dinda Dian Mega KARTIKA 
Legal Analyst  
Ministry of Law and Human Rights 
Jakarta 
 
Mrs Hairita HAIRITA 
Staff 
Ministry of Law and Human Rights 
Jakarta 
 
Mr Gandhi Mantan ALAM 
Staff 
Ministry of Law and Human Rights 
Jakarta 
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APPENDIX II 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
1. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the General Assembly 2014 - 2015 
 
2. Election of the Chairman of the General Assembly 2015 - 2016 
 
3. Adoption of the agenda (A.G. (74) 1) 
 
4. Statement regarding the Organisation’s activity in 2015 (A.G. (74) 2) 
 
5. Report of the Finance Committee on its 78th session (F.C. (78) 8) 
 
6. Final modifications to the budget and approval of the accounts for the 2014 financial year 

(A.G. (74) 3) 
 
7. Adjustments to the budget for the 2015 financial year (A.G. (74) 4) 
 
8. Arrears in contributions of member States (A.G. (74) 5)  
 
9. Approval of the draft budget for 2016 and fixing of the contributions of member States for 

that financial year (A.G. (74) 6) 
 
10. Any other business 
 
 


