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I — GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

A detailed presentation of the different UNIDROIT publications was contained in the
document prepared by the Secretariat in view of the 83 session of the Governing Council (G.C.
(83) 15), with special emphasis on Uniform Law Review — its role, content and distribution — as
well as a discussion of fundamental issues, in particular with regard to the establishment of a
“master plan ... defining editorial policy, brand image and technology, in conjunction with a clear
distribution strategy and linked to the Organisation’s scientific and communication policy” (p. 4).

The Secretary-General’'s decision taken in early 2005 to place the coordination of all
questions related to UNIDROIT publications — including on-line products — in the hands of a single
staff member will facilitate the implementation of a global programme, details of which the
Secretariat expects to be able to present to the Council at its next session in 2006.

Il — UNIFORM LAW REVIEW : RESULTS IN 2004 — OUTLOOK FOR 2005

Uniform Law Review Volume IX (2004) contained a total of 972 pages. Issue 2004-4
featured the consolidated index for 2004 as a whole (reproduced in Annex | included herewith)
as well as the consolidated index of the case law summaries reported in 2004 (38 summaries
covering nine uniform law instruments). It should be noted in particular that this year, the
Review concentrated heavily on the work of UNIDROIT, in particular the UNIDROIT Principles of
International Commercial Contracts, (see 2004-1 and 2004-2) and the ALI/UNIDROIT Principles
and Rules of Transnational Civil Procedure (2004-4).
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As to 2005, a double issue (1/2) entitled: “Enhancing Legal Certainty over Investment
Securities Held with an Intermediary — The Preliminary Draft UNIDROIT Convention, Related
International Initiatives and National Perspectives” is entirely devoted to UNIDROIT and its
activities, and is intended as a key working tool with a view to the start of intergovernmental
negotiations next May. The issue will be available by the end of April. The Table of Contents is
reproduced in Annex Il to this document.

The Secretariat has made good progress with plans to present the entire collection of the
Review in an index-based, electronic format. The programming part of the work is now virtually
complete, and the prototype will be subjected to meticulous double-checking before being made
available on line.

11l — UNIDROIT PRINCIPLES 2004

The Principles were published in English in June, in French in September, and in Italian in
December 2004. Distribution of the Italian version has been entrusted to Giuffré Editore, the
other two language versions are being distributed directly by UNIDROIT. The success of the new
publication is borne out by the sales figures (by 6 April 2005: 767 English-language copies and
66 French-language copies sold).

The Principles 2004 have already been translated into Chinese, and translations into the
Spanish, Romanian, Korean, Persian and Slovak languages are now in progress.
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