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The UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Contracts, 
first published in 1994, now in its fourth edition, are taken by 
legislators worldwide as a model for contract law reform and 
increasingly used by court and arbitral tribunals.  
 
The new edition of the Principles (“UNIDROIT Principles 2016”), 
again prepared by a group of experts from all over the world 
including representatives of numerous international organisations 
and arbitration centres, was formally adopted by the Governing 
Council of UNIDROIT in Spring 2016. The UNIDROIT Principles 2016 
contain new provisions, Comments and Illustrations dealing with 
the special requirements of long-term contracts, in addition to 
some modifications and updating of existing Comments and 
Illustrations. 
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