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Born at Montreal (Canada) on 8 June 1934. 

 

Studies at Frankfurt, Munich and Pavia; Doctorate at Munich (1961); LL.M. at Berkeley, California 

(1966); “Abilitation” at the University of Magonza (1969); Professor at the University of Munster, 

Westphalia (1973-1974); Professor at the University of Munich and co-Director of the International 

Law Institute (1974-1983); Professor of Civil, Private International and Comparative Law at the 

University of Heidelberg and Director of the Institute for Foreign and International Private and 

Economic Law of the University of Heidelberg (1983-2002; emeritus Professor from 1 October 2002). 

 

Degrees of Honour: Ferrara (1991); Budapest (2000); Porto Alegre (Brasil) (Universidade Federal 

do Rio Grande do Sul) (2003); Montpellier (2003). 

 

Academies: Académicien titulaire at the Académie internationale de Droit comparé (Paris, from 

1987); Institut de droit internationa (Geneva, from 1981, President 1997-1999); Heidelberg 

Akademie der Wissenschaften (from 1989); Istituto Lombardo (foreign member from 2000); 

Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei (Rome, foreign member from 2001); Austrian Akademie der 

Wissenschaften (Vienna, foreign member from 2001); Hague Academy of International Law 

(member of the curatorium from 1999, vice-President from 2004). 

 

Holder of the Landesforschungs prize Baden-Württemberg (1989). 

 

Publications on private and comparative international law, studies on Italian law and the history of 

law in the eighteenth century, in particular on Pasquale Stanislao Mancini, Emerito Amari, Giuseppe 

Pisanelli; publications on “art and law” and on the return and restitution of cultural objects to their 

countries of origin. 

 

He is a member of the UNIDROIT Administrative Tribunal since 1984. 

 


