
 
 

 
IMPLEMENTATION OF INSTRUMENTS BASED ON 

WORK CONDUCTED WITHIN UNIDROIT 1(*) 
 

 
A. INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS IN FORCE ADOPTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS AND 

BASED ON UNIDROIT DRAFTS OR CONVENTIONS 

1. Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR), adopted in 

Geneva in 1956 under the auspices of the Economic Commission for Europe of the United Nations. The 

Convention, which entered into force in 1961, is based on the draft Convention on the Contract for the 

International Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR) which was transmitted by UNIDROIT to the Economic 

Commission for Europe of the United Nations in 1952. 

 Status: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-11&chapter=11&clang=_en 

2. UNESCO Convention of 1954 for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 

Conflict, which entered into force in 1956. The Convention is based on the draft UNIDROIT completed in 

1951. 

 Status: https://en.unesco.org/protecting-heritage/convention-and-protocols/states-parties  

3. International Convention of 1961 for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms 

and Broadcasting Organisations, adopted under the auspices of ILO, UNESCO and WIPO and which 

entered into force in 1964. The Convention is very largely based on the preliminary draft Convention for 

the Protection of Interpreting and Performing Artists, as well as of Manufacturers of Phonographic Records 

and other phonograms and on the preliminary draft Convention for the Protection of Radio Broadcasts. 

 Status: https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XIV-3&chapter=14&clang=_en 

4. Hague Convention of 1958 concerning the Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions relating 

to Maintenance Obligations towards Children, which entered into force in 1962. This Convention was 

prepared on the basis of the draft Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement abroad of Maintenance 

Obligations, a first draft of which had been drawn up by UNIDROIT in 1938 and work on which was completed 

in 1949 when it was transmitted to the Department for Social Affairs of the United Nations. After being 

revised by a United Nations committee of experts, the draft was recommended to States under a Resolution 

of the Economic and Social Council at its XVIIth session for use as a model in the drawing up of bilateral 

conventions or uniform laws for separate adoption by each State. 

 Status: https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/status-table/?cid=38 

5. European Convention of 1962 on the Liability of Hotel-keepers concerning the Property of their 

Guests, adopted under the auspices of the Council of Europe and which entered into force in 1967. The 

Convention is based on the draft uniform law on the hotelkeeper’s liability for damage to or destruction or 

theft of his guests’ property, the drafting of which was completed by UNIDROIT in 1934. 

 Status: https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/041/signatures  

6. Benelux Treaty of 1955 on Compulsory Insurance against Civil Liability in respect of Motor 

Vehicles and European Convention on Compulsory Insurance against Civil Liability in respect of 

Motor Vehicles, adopted in 1959 under the auspices of the Council of Europe, which entered into force in 

1969. These two instruments are based on the draft uniform rules on the compulsory insurance of 

motorists, the drafting of which was completed by UNIDROIT in 1937. 

 Status of the 1959 Convention: https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/029/ 

signatures?p_auth=S5RsyC98  

7. European Convention on Establishment of 1955, adopted under the auspices of the Council of Europe 

and which entered into force in 1965. The Convention is based on the draft Convention on the reciprocal 

treatment of nationals as between Member States of the Council of Europe, the drafting of which was 

completed by UNIDROIT in 1951. 

 Status: https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=signatures-by-treaty&treatynum=019  

 
1 Based on information available to the Secretariat as of 31 December 2023. 
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8. Protocol No. 1 concerning the Rights in rem in Inland Navigation Vessels annexed to the 1965 

Convention on the Registration of Inland Navigation Vessels which was adopted under the auspices of the 

Economic Commission for Europe of the United Nations. The Protocol is based on the draft Convention 

concerning rights in rem in boats in inland navigation, the drafting of which was completed by UNIDROIT in 

1960. The Convention and Protocol No. 1 entered into force in 1982. 

 Status of Protocol No. 1: https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XII-4&chapter= 

12&clang=_en 

9. Protocol No. 2 concerning Attachment and Forced Sale of Inland Navigation Vessels annexed to 

the 1965 Convention on the Registration of Inland Navigation Vessels, adopted under the auspices of the 

Economic Commission for Europe of the United Nations. The Protocol is based on the draft Protocol on 

attachment and forced sale of inland navigation vessels, the drafting of which was completed by UNIDROIT 

in 1962. Protocol No. 2 entered into force in 1982. 

 Status of Protocol No. 2: https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XII-4&chapter 

=12&clang=_en  

10. United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods, adopted at Vienna in 

1980 and which entered into force in 1988. This Convention is based on the Convention relating to a 

Uniform Law on the Formation of Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (ULFIS) and the Convention 

relating to a Uniform Law on the International Sale of Goods (ULIS), adopted at The Hague at a diplomatic 

Conference in 1964. 

 Status: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=X-10&chapter=10&clang=_en  

11. Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Road 

(CVR), adopted in Geneva in 1973 under the auspices of the Economic Commission for Europe of the 

United Nations. The Convention is based on the draft Convention on the Contract for the International 

Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Road (CVR), the drafting of which was completed by UNIDROIT in 

1969. The Convention entered into force in 1994. 

 Status: https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-26&chapter=11&clang=_en  

12. Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Goods 

by Road (CMR) concerning the Electronic Consignment Note (e-CMR), adopted in Geneva in 2008 

and entered into force on 5 June 2011. The Additional Protocol is based on a joint proposal submitted by 

UNIDROIT and UNCITRAL.  

Status: https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-11-b&chapter=11&clang=_en  

 
 

B. INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS NOT YET IN FORCE ADOPTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

AND BASED ON UNIDROIT DRAFTS 

1. Convention relating to the Limitation of the Liability of Owners of Inland Navigation Vessels 

(CLN), adopted in Geneva in 1973 under the auspices of the Economic Commission for Europe of the 

United Nations. The Convention is based on the draft Convention relating to the Limitation of the Liability 

of Owners of Inland Navigation Vessels (CLN), the drafting of which was completed by UNIDROIT in 1970. 

Status: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-D-1&chapter=11&clang=_en  

2. Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Inland 

Waterway (CVN), adopted in Geneva in 1976 under the auspices of the Economic Commission for Europe 

of the United Nations. The Convention is based on the draft Convention on the Contract for the International 

Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Inland Waterway (CVN), the drafting of which was completed by 

UNIDROIT in 1972.  

Status: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-D-2&chapter=11&clang=_en 

3. European rules for investment funds, which were in 1972 recommended by the Committee of Ministers 

of the Council of Europe as a model law for the Member States of the Council of Europe. The rules are 

based on the preliminary draft model law on investment funds, UNIDROIT’s drawing up of which was 

completed in 1969. 

4. European Convention providing a Uniform Law on Arbitration, adopted in 1966 under the auspices 

of the Council of Europe. The Convention is based on the preliminary draft uniform law on arbitration in 

private law matters in international relations, UNIDROIT’s drawing up of which was completed in 1954. 

Status: https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/056/signatures?p_auth=92tvxnfU  
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5. European Convention of 1973 on Civil Liability for Damage caused by Motor Vehicles, adopted 

under the auspices of the Council of Europe. The Convention is based on the draft of a uniform law on the 

civil liability of motorists, UNIDROIT’s drawing up of which was completed in 1938. 

Status: https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/079/signatures?p_auth=92tvxnfU  

6. United Nations Convention on International Multimodal Transport of Goods, adopted in Geneva in 

1980. The origin of the Convention is to be found in the draft Convention on Contracts for the Combined 

International Carriage of Goods, UNIDROIT’s drawing up of which was completed in 1965. The UNIDROIT 

draft also provided one of the bases for the draft Convention on the International Combined Carriage of 

Goods (TCM), drawn up at a round table convened by UNIDROIT at the request of the Economic Commission 

for Europe of the United Nations in 1969 and 1970, which was itself revised at meetings convened jointly 

by the Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Organisation (IMCO) and the Economic Commission for 

Europe of the United Nations.  

 Status: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-E-1&chapter=11&clang=_en  

7. Convention on Civil Liability for Damage caused during Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road, 

Rail and Inland Navigation Vessels (CRTD), adopted in Geneva in 1989 under the auspices of the 

Economic Commission for Europe of the United Nations. The Convention is based on the draft articles for 

a Convention on civil liability for damage caused during carriage of dangerous goods by road, rail and 

inland navigation vessels, UNIDROIT’s drawing up of which was completed in 1986.  

Status: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-30&chapter=11&clang=_en  

8. United Nations Convention on the Liability of Operators of Transport Terminals in International 

Trade, adopted in Vienna in April 1991. The Convention is based on the preliminary draft Convention on 

Operators of Transport Terminals, UNIDROIT’s work on which was completed in 1983.  

Status: https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=X-13&chapter=10&clang=_en  

 
 

C. EUROPEAN DIRECTIVE BASED ON A DRAFT UNIDROIT CONVENTION 

 Council Directive 93/7/EEC of 15 March 1993 on the return of cultural objects unlawfully 

removed from the territory of a Member State. 

 

 

D. EUROPEAN DIRECTIVE BASED ON A UNIDROIT CONVENTION 

 Directive 2014/60/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014 on the 

return of cultural objects unlawfully removed from the territory of a Member State and 

amending Regulation (EU) No 1024/2012 (Recast). 

 

 

E. UNIFORM RULES PUBLISHED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND BASED ON A DRAFT 

UNIDROIT CONVENTION 

 Uniform Rules for a Multimodal Transport Document first published by the International Chamber of 

Commerce in 1973 and subsequently revised. The origin of the Rules is the same as that of the United 

Nations Convention on International Multimodal Transport of Goods (see above Section B. 6.). 

 

 

F. INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS BASED ON PRELIMINARY STUDIES PREPARED BY UNIDROIT  

1. European Convention on Products Liability in regard to Personal Injury and Death of 27 January 

1977. 

2. Resolution (78)3 on Penalty Clauses in Civil Law adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the Council 

of Europe on 20 January 1978. 
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