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Collaboration between the United Nations and the International

Institute for the Unification of Private Law.
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The International Institute for the Unification of Pri-
vate Law (herecafter called the "Institute") is an intergovernment—
al organization existing under an international agreement to which
forty Governments (hereafter called the "Members") are parties. As
such, the Institute is included in the list of the intergovernmental
organizations adopted by the Economic and Social Council of the
United Nations.

The purpose of the Institute are: a) to prepare drafts
of laws with the object of establishing uniform legislation; b)
to prepare drafts of international agreecments in the field of
private law; c¢) to undertake studies of comparative law; a) to
participate to projects undertaken in any of these directions by
other organizations with which contact can be maintained; e) to or-
ganize conferences and publish works on the above subjects.

The Institute was created through an international agree-
ment resulting from an exchange of letters, dated March 31, 1926 -
April 26, 1926, between the League of Nations and the Italian Go-
vernment. Under this agreement the Institute was closely linked to
the League of Nations with regard to which it had its status as an
auxiliary, specialised agency. Thec Board of Directors of the In-
stitute was appointed by the Council of the League of Nationsj;

a report on the activities of the Institute was included in the an-
nual Report of the Secretary General to the Assembly. On March 15,
1940 the Institute was reorganised and its international status

was re-affirmed through the enactment, by international agreement,
of a Constitution (Statut Organigque) which became effective on

April 21, 1940. The Countries which adhered to the Constitution of
1940 arc 40 (Sce list annexed) and most of them are members of the
United Nations.




