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Edited by UNIDROIT President Emerita Professor Maria Chiara 
Malaguti and featuring essays (in both the original Italian and 
translated into English) by Professors Natalino Irti, Luigi 
Capogrossi Colognesi, Massimo Luciani, Romano Vaccarella, 
Pierangelo Buongiorno, and the late Piero Craveri, this volume 
originates from a conference that was held at UNIDROIT on 4 
December 2023. As Maria Chiara Malaguti describes in her 
introduction: 

 “Taken together, these essays illuminate the intellectual and 
institutional foundations upon which UNIDROIT was built. They show 
that the Institute was not an isolated invention, but the coherent 
culmination of a life – as scholar, practitioner, and statesman – devoted 
to renewing the legal sciences, modernising the State, and sustaining the 
conviction that law, studied with rigour, wisely reformed, and 
harmonised through cooperation across borders, could serve as a 
guarantor both of national progress and of international peace.” 
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